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                                    Abstract
The symptoms and signs of the primary rib tumors are fairly uniform: thoracic, sometimes shoulder or pleuritic, rarely abdominal, pain and localized swelling. A history of preceding trauma, supposedly causirig the disease, is frequently ascertained. This probably causes subclinical, pathologic fractures or local hemorrhages which are not demonstrated on radiographs. Homer syndrome, superior vena cava syndrome, pseudoabdominal tumor in cases of lower rib involvement and systemic manifestations suggesting rib infection have all been sporadically reported. Benign tumors usually cause less disability. Often they are an incidental finding on a routine chest radiograph or a radiograph taken because of prolonged chest pain — due to a pathologic fracture — after a minor trauma.
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