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                                    Abstract
This chapter looks at issues surround our proposal that mobile/cell phones should be seen as resources for learning and we argue that it is very important for teachers to assume responsibility for seeing it as part of their role to sensitise young people to the need for a reflective use of new technologies. We take a detailed look at adoption trends of mobile devices and services; the global and national figures and potential for learning; mobile access trends and patterns of usage; trends in any where, any time, any device learning; characteristics and functions of mobile devices; children and mobile/cell phones with an emphasis on e-safety; opportunities to use public services; democratic opportunities; ambient wireless devices and health and learning needs, opportunities and issues; social opportunities through social software; digital divide among citizens; security and privacy concerns; txt spk and new literacies. We conclude that the case for including mobile/cell phones as part of the learning in the classroom is becoming persuasive and that a key question to ask is whether we can use the skills and abilities that digitally literate learners have as a hook to get more citizens to engage in educational processes? We call this the outside-in, inside-out challenge.
Keywords
	Mobile/cell phones as resources for learning
	adoption trends, characteristics, constraints and challenges of mobile devices and digital media
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                            Notes
	1.Ofcom, or Office of Communication, is the independent regulator and competition authority for the UK communications industries. Ofcom’s statutory duties, as set down in the Communications Act 2003, are: ‘3(1) It shall be the principal duty of Ofcom, in carrying out their functions; (a) to further the interests of citizens in relation to communications matters; and (b) to further the interests of consumers in relevant markets, where appropriate by promoting competition’. Ofcom has responsibilities across television, radio, telecommunications and wireless communications services. http://www.ofcom.org.uk/
                                


	2.Maggie Shiels, July 25, 2008, Technology reporter, BBC News, Boom times ahead for mobile web http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/technology/7522305.stm
                                


	3.In mid-2007 the resident population of the UK was 60,975,000 (http://www.statistics.gov.uk/)


	4.Independent Expert Group on Mobile/cell Phones. http://www.iegmp.org.uk/
                                    


	5.In 2006 this agency was broken up: see http://www.lsc.gov.uk/Jargonbuster/Learning+and+Skills+Development+Agency+(LSDA).htm
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