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Council of Europe

Origin and Membership. In 1948 the Congress of Europe, bringing
together at The Hague nearly 1,000 influential Europeans from 26
countries, called for the creation of a united Europe, including
a European Assembly. This proposal, examined first by the
Ministerial Council of the Brussels Treaty Organization, then by a
conference of ambassadors, was at the origin of the Council
of Europe, which is, with its 47 member States, the widest
organization bringing together all European democracies. The
Statute of the Council was signed at London on 5 May 1949 and
came into force two months later.

The founder members were Belgium, Denmark, France,
Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and
the UK. Turkey and Greece joined in 1949, Iceland in 1950, the
Federal Republic of Germany in 1951 (having been an associate
since 1950), Austria in 1956, Cyprus in 1961, Switzerland in 1963,
Malta in 1965, Portugal in 1976, Spain in 1977, Liechtenstein in
1978, San Marino in 1988, Finland in 1989, Hungary in 1990,
Czechoslovakia (after partitioning, the Czech Republic and
Slovakia rejoined in 1993) and Poland in 1991, Bulgaria in 1992,
Estonia, Lithuania, Romania and Slovenia in 1993, Andorra in
1994, Albania, Latvia, Macedonia, Moldova and Ukraine in 1995,
Croatia and Russia in 1996, Georgia in 1999, Armenia and
Azerbaijan in 2001, Bosnia and Herzegovina in 2002, Serbia in
2003 (as Serbia and Montenegro until 2006), Monaco in 2004 and
Montenegro in 2007.

Membership is limited to European states which ‘accept the
principles of the rule of law and of the enjoyment by all persons
within [their] jurisdiction of human rights and fundamental
freedoms’. The Statute provides for both withdrawal (Article 7)
and suspension (Articles 8 and 9). Greece withdrew during
1969–74.

Aims and Achievements. Article 1 of the Statute states that the
Council’s aim is ‘to achieve a greater unity between its members
for the purpose of safeguarding and realizing the ideals and
principles which are their common heritage and facilitating their
economic and social progress’; ‘this aim shall be pursued … by
discussion of questions of common concern and by agreements
and common action’. The only limitation is provided by Article 1
(d), which excludes ‘matters relating to national defence’.

The main areas of the Council’s activity are: human rights, the
media, social and socio-economic questions, education, culture
and sport, youth, public health, heritage and environment, local
and regional government, and legal co-operation. As of Feb. 2017,
189 Conventions and Agreements had entered into force covering
such matters as social security, cultural affairs, conservation of
European wildlife and natural habitats, protection of archaeological
heritage, extradition, medical treatment, equivalence of degrees
and diplomas, the protection of television broadcasts, adoption
of children, transportation of animals, cybercrime and the
manipulation of sports competitions.

European Social Charter. The Charter defines the rights and
principles which are the basis of the Council’s social policy,
and guarantees a number of social and economic rights to the
citizen, including the right to work, the right to form workers’
organizations, the right to social security and assistance, the right
of the family to protection and the right of migrant workers
to protection and assistance. Two committees, comprising
independent and government experts, supervise the parties’
compliance with their obligations under the Charter. A revised
charter, incorporating new rights such as protection for those
without jobs and opportunities for workers with family
responsibilities, was opened for signature on 3 May 1996 and
entered into force on 1 July 1999.
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