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                    Abstract
Education is organic: it involves actions of individuals, interacting with one another within different contexts and environments in homes, in urban centres and rural settings, in classrooms, schools, regions, countries, and the world. Ecology is a study of interactions between organisms and interactions of organisms with their environments. In this book, we use the ecological metaphor as a conceptual and practical framework for broad-based research in education. The advantage of this metaphor is its interdisciplinary nature and its all encompassing ability to view multiple interrelated components of entire environments and how these impact on and affect one another and the entire system. We argue that the study of technology use and pedagogical innovations in education systems demands such an approach. The main purpose of this book is to explore where and how information and communication technology (ICT) has made significant educational impact on the goals, outcomes, and processes of education in different countries, and where this impact is clearly evident. Another purpose is to examine the strategies and policies at the school and system levels that appear to be the most effective in bringing about desired learning outcomes and processes.
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                    Notes
	1.SITES, conducted under the auspices of the International Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IEA), consists of three independent modules: Module 1, the Indicators Module (school survey, with data collected in 1998/1999); Module 2, the Innovative Practices Module (case studies, collected during 2000/2001); and Module 3, the Survey Module, also known as SITES 2006 (school, teacher, and optional student survey, conducted in 2006/2006).
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