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Upon entering the Valley of México and seeing the great cities of México-Tenochtitlan, Tlatelolco, and allied centers of the Mexica Aztec Empire in 1519, Hernán Cortéz and his comrades were overcome by the beauty, majesty, and sophistication of the ancient cues, or towers and temples, masonry causeways, palaces, and other marvels which they considered akin to the greatest cities of Europe and Asia.
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