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Abstract 

The appreciation of formal methods as useful tools for the design and analysis of communi
cating systems is subject to considerable variation of opinion. They are seen as a solution by 
some, and a problem by others. They have been hailed as the answer to the software crisis by 
some and others have detested them for their obvious inapplicability. Some think their days 
are yet to come, for others they are part of a now forsaken paradigm. In our presentation we 
will analyse the reasons for these contradictory views. By reviewing some successful and 
failed applications of formal methods we will try and find out under what conditions the 
application offormal methods is profitable. 
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