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                        About this book

                        
                            In his well-known Discourse on Metaphysics, Leibniz puts individual substance at the basis of metaphysical building. In so doing, he connects himself to a venerable tradition. His theory of individual concept, however, breaks with another idea of the same tradition, that no account of the individual as such can be given.

Contrary to what has been commonly accepted, Leibniz’s intuitions are not the mere result of the transcription of subject-predicate logic, nor of the uncritical persistence of some old metaphysical assumptions. They grow, instead, from an unprejudiced inquiry about our basic ontological framework, where logic of truth, linguistic analysis, and phenomenological experience of the mind’s life are tightly interwoven. Leibniz’s struggle for a concept capable of grasping concrete individuals as such is pursued in an age of great paradigm changes – from the Scholastic background to Hobbes’s nominalism to the Cartesian ‘way of ideas’ or Spinoza’s substance metaphysics – when the relationships among words, ideas and things are intensively discussed and wholly reshaped.

This is the context where the genesis and significance of Leibniz’s theory of ‘complete being’ and its concept are reconstrued. The result is a fresh look at some of the most perplexing issues in Leibniz scholarship, like his ideas about individual identity and the thesis that all its properties are essential to an individual. 

The questions Leibniz faces, and to which his theory of individual substance aims to answer, are yet, to a large extent, those of contemporary metaphysics: how to trace a categorial framework? How to distinguish concrete and abstract items? What is the metaphysical basis of linguistic predication? How is trans-temporal sameness assured? How to make sense of essential attributions? In this ontological framework Leibniz’s further questions about the destiny of human individuals and their history arespelt out. Maybe his answers also have something to tell us.

This book is aimed at all who are interested in Leibniz’s philosophy, history of early modern philosophy and metaphysical issues in their historical development.

                        

                        
    
        
            
            Back to top
                
            
            
        

    

                    

                
            
        

        
            
                
                    Keywords

                    
                        	
                                    
                                        
                                            Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz
                                        
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        
                                            Spinoza
                                        
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        
                                            issue
                                        
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        
                                            logic
                                        
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        
                                            metaphysics
                                        
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        
                                            ontology
                                        
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        
                                            philosophy
                                        
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        
                                            truth
                                        
                                    
                                


                    

                    
    
        
            
            Back to top
                
            
            
        

    

                

            
        

        
            
                
                    
                        Reviews

                        
                            "This study is an impressive piece of work which makes a real contribution to our understanding of Leibniz’s theory of individuals. It offers a very illuminating, sophisticated, and scholarly account of tensions and developments in Leibniz’s thinking about these issues. ... It is particularly insightful also about his relations with other philosophers such as Suarez, Descartes, Hobbes and Arnauld." (Nicholas Jolley, University of California, Irvine, Department of Philosophy (editor of the "Cambridge Companion to Leibniz")

                        

                        
    
        
            
            Back to top
                
            
            
        

    

                    

                
            
        

        
            
                
                    Authors, Editors and Affiliations

                    
                        	
                                        
                                            
                                                University of California, Irvine, USA
                                            

                                        
                                        
                                            
                                                Ermanno Bencivenga
                                            
                                        

                                    
	
                                        
                                            
                                                Bard College, Annandale-on-Hudson, USA
                                            

                                        
                                        
                                            
                                                Daniel Berthold-Bond
                                            
                                        

                                    
	
                                        
                                            
                                                Baruch College, City University of New York, New York, USA
                                            

                                        
                                        
                                            
                                                William James Earle
                                            
                                        

                                    
	
                                        
                                            
                                                University of Massachusetts, Amherst, USA
                                            

                                        
                                        
                                            
                                                Ann Ferguson
                                            
                                        

                                    
	
                                        
                                            
                                                Scripps College, Claremont, USA
                                            

                                        
                                        
                                            
                                                David Lloyd
                                            
                                        

                                    
	
                                        
                                            
                                                Scuola Normale Superiore, Pisa, Italy
                                            

                                        
                                        
                                            
                                                Stefano Bella
                                            
                                        

                                    


                        
    
        
            
            Back to top
                
            
            
        

    

                    

                

            
        

        
            
        

        
            
                Bibliographic Information

                
                    
                        	Book Title: The Science of the Individual: Leibniz's Ontology of Individual Substance

	Authors: Stefano Bella

	Editors: Ermanno Bencivenga, Daniel Berthold-Bond, William James Earle, Ann Ferguson, David Lloyd

	Series Title: 
                                
                                    Topoi Library
                            

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/1-4020-3260-9

	Publisher: Springer Dordrecht

	eBook Packages: 
                                        
                                            Humanities, Social Sciences and Law, Philosophy and Religion (R0)
                                        

	Copyright Information: Springer Science+Business Media B.V. 2005

	Hardcover ISBN: 978-1-4020-3259-2Published: 10 May 2005

	Softcover ISBN: 978-90-481-6827-9Published: 28 October 2010

	eBook ISBN: 978-1-4020-3260-8Published: 22 August 2005

	Series ISSN: 
                                     1389-689X 

	Edition Number: 1

	Number of Pages: XII, 414

	Topics: 
                                
                                    
                                            Philosophy, general, 
                                            Modern Philosophy, 
                                            History of Philosophy, 
                                            Metaphysics, 
                                            Ontology
                                



                    

                

                
    
        
            
            Back to top
                
            
            
        

    

            

        

        
            
                Publish with us

                
                    Policies and ethics

                

                
    
        
            
            Back to top
                
            
            
        

    

            

        
    

                
            

            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access via your institution
                                        
                                            
                                        
                                    
                                

                            
                        
                    

                    
                        
                    

                
                
                    
 
  Buy it now

  
   Buying options

   
    
     
      
        
        eBook  USD 129.00 
      

       Price excludes VAT (USA) 
      

     

        
      	Available as PDF
	Read on any device
	Instant download
	Own it forever

Buy eBook
     

    

    
     
      
        
        Softcover Book  USD 169.99 
      

       Price excludes VAT (USA) 
      

     

        
      	Compact, lightweight edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Softcover Book
     

    

    
     
      
        
        Hardcover Book  USD 169.99 
      

       Price excludes VAT (USA) 
      

     

        
      	Durable hardcover edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Hardcover Book
     

    

   

   
  

  
   Tax calculation will be finalised at checkout

  

  Other ways to access

  
   
    
     
        Licence this eBook for your library  
         
         
       

     

    

    
     
        Learn about institutional subscriptions  
         
         
       

     

    

   

  

 

 
 
 


                

            


        
    

        
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					54.196.142.0
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	





    

    
    
    


