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                    Summary
In summary, the ten characteristics of formative assessment that were identified by the teachers and students were that formative assessment is seen as being responsive; it is often a tacit process; it relies on student disclosure; it uses professional knowledge and experiences; it is an integral part of teaching and learning; it is done by teachers and students; it is a highly contextualised process; and it involves the management of dilemmas. Important considerations are the sources of evidence, including student disclosure and the purposes for which formative assessment is done. All-in-all, formative assessment is a highly complex and skilled activity for both the teacher and the student. Formative assessment is not something teachers are likely to learn to do in a short session in an inservice course. It is a professional skill that develops with increasing professional experience, awareness and reflection.
Another way to summarise the data from the case studies and the teacher development day discussions, was to model the process of formative assessment. One such model is discussed in the next chapter.
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