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Sooty mould was observed on Thespesia populnea in
different districts of the state of Tamil Nadu, India, during the months September–November in the years 2016
and 2017. The growth was sooty, black and velvety, with
the fungal crustaceous coating at the junction of petiole
and leaf blade, along the midrib at the abaxial side of the
leaves. The infection was superficial on the lower epidermis of the leaves. The conidiomata (n = 100) were
synnematous, erect or slightly curved with three parts,
viz., dark brown bulbous base (30–50 × 25–35 μm), cylindrical part (pale brown to olivaceous brown with parallel synnematous hyphae 60–100 × 12–15 μm) and funnel shaped hyphal apex (30–50 × 25–40 μm). The conidiophores were subcylindrical to subulate, 0–2-septate,
15–25 × 2–3 μm, aggregated at the apex of synnema
and diverged near the apex. Conidiogenous cells were
terminal, monophialidic, 7–10 × 2–2.5 μm, tapering to a
truncate apex, with periclinal thickening and visible
collarette. The conidia were broadly ellipsoid with

rounded ends, 0–1 septate, eguttulate to guttulate smooth
hyaline slimy masses, at the apex of synnema (4–)6–
7(−9) × 2–3 μm (Hughes 1976). Based on the morphological and microscopical characters (Matsushima 1989), the
sooty mould was identified as Leptoxyphium kurandae
Crous & R.G. Shivas (Crous et al. 2011). The ITS sequence of the culture amplified using ITS1 and ITS4
primers was deposited in GenBank (Accession No.
MH756173). From BLASTn and phylogenetic analysis,
the obtained sequence showed 99% similarity to the ITS
s eq u e nc e o f t h e t y p e , C P C 1 7 27 4 ( J F 9 5 11 5 0) .
Pathogenicity studies according to Koch’s postulates
were carried out through field inoculation of viable spore
suspension (1 × 106 conidia/ml) of L. kurandae on the leaves
of one-year-old healthy T. populnea plants. The leaves were
covered with sterile polythene bags for 24 h and further
maintained in greenhouse (28 ± 2 °C) for 15 days. The plants
were found to be asymptomatic. This is the first report of
L. kurandae infection on T. populnea.
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