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Giovanni Antonio Bazzi detto il Sodoma (1477-1549) 
Come Benede�o appare a due monaci lontani e loro disegna la costruzione di uno monastero  

Abbazia di Monte Oliveto Maggiore – Asciano – Siena (Italia) 
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Giovanni Antonio Bazzi known as Sodoma was a painter 
born in Vercelli (Piedmont—Northern Italy) in 1477 and 
died in Siena 1549. He was active mainly in Tuscany and 
he was famous for their frescos.

In the main cloister of Monte Oliveto Maggiore Abbey, near 
Siena—Tuscany, he made a large frescos representing Saint 
Benedetto’s life; in particular, this fresco represents the Saint 
teaching to two monks how build the Abbey. One of them has 
a large nodular goiter, which was very common in Europe and 
also in Italy. This characteristic is also depicted by Sodoma in 
other scenes in the same abbey [1] and by other artists of the 
same period in different Italian countries and churches [2–4].
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