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In this issue of Lettera Matematica International Edition, 
the reader will find more questions than answers, more 
interpretations than certainties. This is the style of the jour-
nal, part of its nature made of suggestions and proposals, 
of reading the facts of the past and anticipating the future, 
recounting figures who belong to history and theories still 
in development: the whole “structure” that aims at bringing 
to life the adventure of science, especially from the point of 
view of mathematics.

So: how do we interpret the interests shown by teenag-
ers in science and technology, in view of their future in the 
labour market? Which new ways of understanding the uni-
verse do the sensitive tools of modern astronomy have to 
offer? Will the mathematical models of economics be able 
to incorporate some of the psychological and social charac-
teristics of people? This is called behavioural economics: 
what kind of predictions may we expect? How many ques-
tions. You will find them, fully expressed and commented, 
in “Adolescents between science, technology and the future: 
the results of the 2017 Observa-PRISTEM Bocconi survey” 
by Padua sociologist Giuseppe Pellegrini, in “The dawn of 
multi-messenger astronomy” by Filippo Martelli, a physi-
cist in Urbino and a collaborator of the LIGO-Virgo pro-
ject devoted to the detection of gravitational waves, and in 
“Behavioural economics and mathematics: chronicles of an 
alliance” by Fabio Tramontana, professor in Venice.

And then: how does non-fiction celebrate the individu-
als who made mathematical thinking great? One such indi-
vidual was young Galois, the founder of modern algebra: 
in “Cinema scientists: a film about Galois”, Renato Betti 
reports about the documentary film by Giuseppe Mussardo, 
the latest in his series devoted to great figures of science. 
Another such individual is the “mathematician-philosopher 
of our time” Norbert Wiener, whom we commemorate as the 
founder of a subject, cybernetics, a term that has gone out 
of fashion but which is increasingly present in our world: 
here Settimo Termini, in “A Baedeker for our challeng-
ing and troubled times”, introduces a recent book by our 
author Leo Montagnini, which is captivating starting from 
the title: Harmonies of Disorder. Another striking individual 
is described in the book review by Enrico Rogora of Emma 
Castelnuovo by Carla degli Esposti and Nicoletta Lanciano, 
a fond commemoration of this “teacher of teachers”, who 
taught mathematics by starting with concrete needs instead 
of formal definitions.

This issue is now taking form, continuing with “The 
importance of being ‘one’ (or Benford’s law)” by Marco 
Corazza, Andrea Ellero and Alberto Zorzi, all from Ven-
ice, about the mystery of the theory of the distribution of 
digits in numerical data sets and its unexpected applications, 
and “The sundial in the Cremona Campus of the Politecnico 
di Milano” by Alessandro Maianti, about the working of 
sundials, motivated by the one he himself designed and built.

Then, we have an essay by Mario Castellana, philoso-
pher of science in Lecce, “For an epistemology of math-
ematical contents: Albert Lautman”, about the thinker, who, 
although crushed at an early age by Nazi brutality, remains 
one of the most original figures to address and discuss math-
ematical structures. We also have the reflections by another 
philosopher of science, Gianni Rigamonti from Palermo, 
about “Where points came from”. Yes, points indeed: how 
have they been seen and considered since ancient times, and 
what are the modern viewpoints about them?

More questions. But we are glad to end with a “lofty 
goal, in the best Italian tradition”, in the words of Settimo 
Termini who, in “Building peace with knowledge and 
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conscience (step by step)”, his book review of Capire il con-
flitto, costruire la pace by Valentina Bartolucci and Giorgio 
Gallo, gives us a personal view of a book based on important 
initiatives, such as the establishment of the degrees in Sci-
ence of Peace at the University of Pisa. In the preface we 
read: “Everything that has to do with science and knowledge 
has to do with peace”. We fully agree, and leave the reader, 
once again, to evaluate our work.

Translated from the Italian by Daniele A. Gewurz.
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