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‘A state without the means of some change is without the 
means of its conservation’ Edmund Burke.

When in 2013 the board of the Belgian Neurological 
Society asked me to take over the reins of Acta Neurolog-
ica Belgica from  Jean Schoenen, I hesitated for a while. 
Looking back now, after having been 4 years in charge as 
editor-in-chief, I must say that it has been an enriching jour-
ney. Being in contact with neuroscientific research from all 
over the world indeed is a great experience. My aim always 
has been to improve the quality of the journal, taking into 
account the diversity of published topics and the evolution 
of clinical neurology over the years. In this respect, the help 
of my co-editors Veerle De Herdt (epilepsy, stroke), Sven 
Dekeyser (neuroradiology), Alain Maertens de Noordhout 
(clinical neurophysiology, neuropathies), Vincent Thys 
(stroke), Vincent Van Pesch (neuro-immunology) and Jan 
Versijpt (dementia, headache) has been invaluable. My 
thanks extend to the editorial staff at Springer Nature, and 
especially to Barbara Pedrotti, senior editor, for her stimulat-
ing support. She has also been instrumental in increasing the 
visibility of the journal using social media.

The search for a successor at the editorship was not that 
easy. I was particularly happy to hear that Jacques De Key-
ser, president of the Belgian Neurological Society, found 
Patrick Cras from Antwerp University willing to take over 
the job. I have known Patrick Cras for many years. He is a 
clever clinical neuroscientist with a broad range of interests. 
I am convinced that he is the right person to pursue the ever 
growing objectives and dynamics of Acta Neurologica Bel-
gica. The future of the journal is assured!
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