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Dr. Gerald M. Friedman

This special issue honors Dr. Gerald M. Friedman, the

founder of the journal Carbonates and Evaporites. During

an incredibly prolific lifetime of work, the late Dr. Fried-

man taught over 10,500 scientists, both through formal

coursework at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in New

York, and through a series of professional development

courses on applied carbonate sedimentology and petroleum

geology, which he taught to audiences around the world.

Gerry Friedman’s reach extended to the professional

communities in many countries through his research, his

students, his postdocs and the professional journals that he

founded through the Northeastern Science Foundation.

Gerry’s vision of effective communication of geological

knowledge continues through Carbonates and Evaporites

and through Northeastern Geoscience (http://www.north

easterngeoscience.org), the on-line successor to another

journal that Gerry founded: Northeastern Geology and

Environmental Science.

At the 2012 Annual Meeting of the Geological Society

of America (Charlotte, North Carolina), Gerry’s memory

and legacy were honored with a GSA Special Session,

entitled Recent Advances in Carbonate Sedimentology and

Stratigraphy: In Memory of Gerald M. Friedman. Many of

Gerry’s former students and colleagues attended the ses-

sion, which was intended to encourage innovative research

in carbonate sedimentology, petrology, stratigraphy and

diagenetic studies. The session was convened by Paul

Washington (University of Pittsburgh, Johnstown) and this

writer. Although neither of us studied under Gerry, he and

his work profoundly influenced our research and careers. It

was indeed a privilege to convene a session to honor Gerry

and continue his tradition of furthering innovative study of

the geology of carbonate sediments and rocks.

This special issue of Carbonates and Evaporites offers

selected papers in the spirit of the GSA session. We trust

that Gerry would approve.
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