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              El agua calienta más que el vino.

              Water heats up more than wine (proverb from Vélez Blanco).

            


Abstract
The network of irrigation canals and reservoirs in the Los Vélez region in Southern Spain has existed for centuries and is documented as tangible cultural heritage. But the region’s ‘water culture’ also has an intangible aspect that involves water-related management, conflicts and jurisdiction. This paper traces the water-related history of the city and region of Vélez Blanco from the Muslim period through the medieval era and later centuries until today, and embeds it in the development of legal history and the jurisdiction of water issues. We conclude with a reference to the twenty-first century and the value of historical and archival sources, as well as an appeal to found a museum and add the region to the list of UNESCO World Heritage sites.
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	The Comarca de los Vélez (Los Vélez County) comprises an area of about 1000 km2 and forms the northern part of the province Almeria. Its modern territory is almost the same as it was in late medieval times.


	For information on the meaning of Alporchón: Trillo San José (2009, p 241).


	On the political, social and economic history of Vélez Blanco in the sixteenth century: Roth (2008).


	Trillo San José (2009, pp 29–216).


	On the origins of the margraviate: Franco Silva (1995) (the text of the deed of enfeoffment: 273–301); on the geography, history, monuments, ethnography, etc. of Vélez Blanco: Roth et al. (2001), Navarro López et al. (2012) (see also the bibliography up to May 2012).


	For more information on the reclamation of the land after the incorporation to the crown of Castile, see: Trillo San José (2012).


	A 1661 lawsuit addressed the sale of irrigation rights to new settlers with reference to the nightly irrigation rotation del "Leila" as follows: “de tiempo ynmemorial a esta parte en posesion de regar como herederos del pago de Caguid y sus heredades con Leila, sobras y Rio y de comprar el agua de otros y rio para las heredades que no la tienen libremente y sin contradizion a los tiempos que la hubieren menester era asi que los alcaldes de aguas que de presente eran en esta villa por auto abian mandado que el agua del Rio que ba de noche que no se sacase de las heredades a questaba repartido e ympedian el regar las heredades de dicho pago de Caguid quando los pobladores desta villa lo vendian para otros pagos y que de ympedirles se perderian las biñas deste dicho pago” Translation: “Since time immemorial and until today, we as bearer of irrigation rights and properties in the parish Caguid and possessor of the Leila, Sobras and Río (Authors note: those are different irrigation rights), buy, without contradiction, water from others and from the Río for those properties which cannot dispose of it freely and at the times when they need it, and so it has been ordered by the Water-Alkalden who holds the office in the community by a declaration which states that the water of the Río, which flows at night, shall not be extracted from the properties which are apportioned to it, and that it shall be prevented that the properties of the parish Caguid, if the new settlers would have bought it for another parish and if this would be prevented, that the vineyards of this parish would desiccate desolate” (AHPA, Prot. 3120; 3/31/1661).


	“encanando el agua de manera que le haga su escorridores”.


	This data refers to the four springs in the immediate vicinity: Principal o de los Molinos, Negro, Cimbrada and Sin Nombre, according to the Confederación Hidrográfica del Segura (CHS), Resolución de la Comisaría de Aguas of April 3, 2003 (Reference Number IPC-122/1988). The inspection took place on 21 May 2001, and the documents contain clear references to the Muslim traditions: rerouting of water at sunset, the importance of Friday with the effect on the Saturday or seasons. The Fosque and Judío springs are not affected by the division between the communities of Vélez Blanco and Vélez Rubio, and each year they fill 1,292,976 cubic metres (CHS, Reference Number IPC-136/1988; on-site inspection: 6/19/2002).


	On the derivation of the unit grano from the Arabic alfaba, see: Navarro Sánchez (2010, p 342) and: Martínez, p 134.


	
                                 Compendio de lo contenido en la Real Ejecutoria que ganó la villa de Vélez Rubio contra la de Vélez Blanco en el asunto de las aguas del Maimón (typewritten). Detailed description of the division of water between the two communities in: Ortiz Soler et al. (1992).


	AHPA, Prot. 3219; 10. and 9/19/1732 (Estrecho de Almadique/Derde); AHPA, Prot. 3292; 5/21/1818 („aprovechamiento comun a todos de la corta porcion de agua existente”).


	AHPA, Prot. 2999; 2/21/1619 (spring discharge); Prot. 3067; 9/24/1629 (wells); Prot. 3026; 9/29/1617 (building of a reservoir); Prot. 3194; 6/3/1707; Prot. 3241; 14/9/1722 and Prot. 3262; 5/13/1763.


	AHPA, Prot. 3334; 5/3/1807 (Piar) and Prot. 3197; 6/9/1708 (well and canal on Mt. Gabar: „para hacer la toma de dicha agua para poder regar con ella, han de concurrir todos estos otorgantes sin que ninguno pueda tener escusa”. Translation: "To channel the water for irrigation, all of the signees of the deed have to attend without excuse").


	A colour blueprint of this project survives in the archives of the dukes of Medina Sidonia. Order from 1788: „es muy conveniente facilitar la fertilidad de los campos con el aprovechamiento de todas las aguas que puedan aplicarse a su beneficio, y para lograrle procurarán que se saquen acequias de los ríos, sangrándoles, por las partres más convenientes […] cuidandio igualmente de descubrirles subterráneas para servirse de ellas, asíu en el uso de molinos, batanes y otras máquinas necesarias y convenientes a las moliendas y al beneficio de las lanas”. Translation: “It is appropriate to promote the fertility of the fields by the use of all of the available water and to achieve this, they want to tap the rivers where suitable with canals […] and by keeping in mind to use the groundwater for the operation of the mills, for fulling wool and other machines which mill or are appropriate for processing wool.”.


	This is planned take place at 7 a.m. from 3/21 to 9/20 and at 8 a.m. for the rest of the year.


	Since 25/3/1960 in Lorca and 1966 in Mula, no more water auctions have been held (Navarro Sánchez 2010, p 355).


	In his Historia Natural del Reino de Granada, 1804–1809, the natural scientist Simón de Rojas Clemente wrote of the different customs in Vélez Blanco and Vélez Rubio: "Las aguas se reparten luego que se expulsaron los Moriscos entre los nuevos Pobladores, pero en Vélez [Rubio] nadie vende la tierra con riego, así los dueños de las aguas son diversos de los dueños de la tierra.".


	The full text can be found in Navarro Sánchez (2010, pp 379–380).


	Conversation between Dietmar Roth, the deputy mayor of the municipality of Vélez Blanco, with the participation of the chairman of the irrigation community and the relevant department head in Murcia in June 2009.


	A detailed description of these 63 structures may be found in: Centro Nacional de Información Geográfica (2005, pp 147–248). On the qanats in los Vélez, see: Hermosilla Pla (2006, p 202); Roth and Schütt (2000) and idem. (2001).
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                    Archivo Ducal de Medina Sidonia
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                    Archivo Histórico Provincial de Almería

                  
	AMVB:
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	APVB:
	
                    Archivo Parroquial de Vélez Blanco

                  
	ARChGr:
	
                    Archivo de la Real Chancillería de Granada
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