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                    Abstract
This paper deals with video-based match and performance analysis in high-performance youth football. It draws on empirical material gathered during ethnographic research conducted with two teams organized within the framework of the youth academy of a German First Division football club. The material is analysed from a perspective inspired by sociological practice theories as well as the theoretical concept of subjectivation. The paper investigates the different contexts and practices of training in which videos occur and sheds light on their implications for the organization of play as well as for the development of players and coaches. Using long-term participatory observations and narratively designed qualitative interviews, it is revealed that videos serve different and heterogeneous purposes within different practices. Thus, this paper details not only the intended and obvious effects of video analysis, such as the optimization of play and training, but also its unintended and widely ignored side effects.


Zusammenfassung
Der vorliegende Beitrag befasst sich mit videogestützten Spiel- und Leistungsanalysen im Hochleistungsjugendfußball. Er basiert auf empirischem Material einer ethnografischen Studie, die mit zwei Mannschaften aus dem Nachwuchsleistungszentrum eines deutschen Fußballvereins der Ersten Bundesliga durchgeführt wurde. Die Analyse des Materials erfolgt aus einem Blickwinkel, der von soziologischen Praxistheorien sowie vom theoretischen Konzept der Subjektivierung inspiriert ist. Es werden verschiedene Trainingskontexte und -praktiken beleuchtet, in denen Videotechnik genutzt wird, und Wirkungen der Videoanalyse für die Organisation des Spiels sowie die Formierung von Spielern und Trainern reflektiert. Auf der Basis langfristiger teilnehmender Beobachtungen und narrativ angelegter qualitativer Interviews wird aufgezeigt, dass Videos in verschiedenen Praktiken unterschiedliche und heterogene Wirkungen entfalten. Der Beitrag schildert also nicht nur die beabsichtigten und offensichtlichen Effekte der Videoanalyse, wie die Optimierung von Spiel und Training, sondern geht auch auf deren unbeabsichtigte und weitestgehend unbeachtete Nebenwirkungen ein.
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                    Notes
	Thus, this paper is in line with (a few) other approaches not focussing on questions of optimization. Schmidt (2015), e. g., reflects on the technologization of football from a practice sociological perspective. However, in contrast to this paper, he neither provides empirical material nor focusses specifically on videos. Groom, Cushion, and Nelson (2011) deal with video analysis in youth football from a psychological perspective. They draw exclusively on interviews and explore the videos’ effects on individual players’ psyches.


	For reasons of limited space, only selected results will be presented. There are practices of video analysis and respective effects discernible in the field other than the ones addressed here.


	All data were gathered in German. For this article, the respective material was anonymised and translated into English by the author.


	The permanent availability of the videos not only implies an increase in opportunities for the coaches to assess a match analytically. Rather, the multiplication of opportunities goes hand in hand with an increase in the necessity and the club officials’ expectations to actually utilize them to the most profitable extent.


	This selection inevitably defines certain aspects or situations of a match as relevant, while excluding others from collective analysis (see also Tuma, 2012).


	The practice of playing football, like practices in general, is characterized by different positions that its participants occupy. This multipositionality implies a multiperspectivity: Due to being uniquely positioned within a practice, each participant has a unique perspective on what is going on that is different from that of the other participants (see also Alkemeyer, Brümmer, & Pille, 2017; Brümmer, 2015).


	The videos do not sufficiently capture verbal communication between players or the atmosphere in a stadium and make it difficult to assess details of individual players’ activities. Furthermore, in the practices of collective video analysis only pre-selected sequences are discussed that show fragments of a match according to the coach’s selection choices. For the alleged objectivity of visual representations see also various studies from the field of visual sociology (e. g., Burri, 2008, 2012; Tuma, 2012).


	Subsequent to the collective assessment of a past match by means of the videos, the new knowledge thus generated comes to be embodied on the pitch in different training procedures. Here, it becomes clear that the analytic assessment by no means inevitably results in play becoming more efficient and skilful. Occasionally, innovations and changes envisioned during video analysis instead turn out to not be viable or impede shared play.


	See for the permeation of feedback practices by a logic of examination and selection also Janetzko’s study (2018; in press) on talent construction in high-performance sport.


	Burri (2008), who coins this term, argues that the particular persuasive power of pictures (as compared, e. g., with words or text) stems from the fact that they condense information and make it visible at a glance.
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