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Dear EFORT members and members of specialty socie-
ties - readers of European Orthopaedics and Traumatology
(EORT),

In the duty of editor-in-chief of EOTR, and with the inten-
tion to inform the European orthopaedic community about
important activities of the European Union, in this letter of
the editor, we would like to inform you about the Horizon
2020 research program.

While EU leaders have paved the way for the adoption of
a Multi Financial Framework Budget, negotiations are under
way between the European Parliament and Council to agree
on Horizon 2020 the so-called future EU Research and
Innovation Framework Programme, which will determine
EU funding in research between 2014 and 2020.

EFORT is closely following progress in this area to
ensure trauma and musculoskeletal conditions are covered
in the EU funding. As part of this effort, on 16 October
2012, EFORT and EULAR organised a workshop in the EU
capital on research to launch discussions on what should be
the research priorities in the field of MSDs for the next
decade, in relation to Horizon 2020. The workshop gathered
scientists, researchers, innovators and policy makers to dis-
cuss the existing challenges affecting research and innova-
tion in MSDs; in particular, the need for collaboration
between the different players involved in Research and
MSDs, the lack of integration of national research efforts
into a pan-European research strategy, and the insufficient
integration of basic clinical and health services research. It
was agreed that high-quality research studies are necessary
to develop strong evidence-based practice recommendations
to support health policies and ultimately improve patient
care. A Task Force will be necessary to define strategic
priorities for Horizon 2020. The Task Force is to be made
of a core group of experts, who will seek input from the
larger O+T community.

In parallel, an additional opportunity to be involved in the
shaping of Horizon 2020 priorities was recently opened by
the European Commission, which launched a call for ex-
perts from all fields to participate in this process. This marks
the first time that the Commission has launched such a call
for its research programme. Advisory groups will help pro-
vide expert advice for the preparation of the Horizon 2020
calls for project proposals. Groups will be set up on topics of
major concern for European citizens, such as the challenges
of healthy ageing. The groups will encourage dialogue
between all levels of government, civil society, and business
from all EU Member States, and guide the direction of EU
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research and innovation funding from now until 2020. Calls
are open until 6 March 2013 at 5 p.m. Brussels local time.

This call represents a unique opportunity for your mem-
bers to further influence Horizon 2020 and communicate on
the added value of research projects in MSDs for society, in
parallel to the work of the EFORT Task Force. We therefore
encourage the application of our members.

Horizon 2020 will be instrumental in establishing future
excellence in research, removing barriers to innovation, and

supporting growth in Europe. The O+T community has a
role to play in this important ambitious programme.

For more information on Horizon 2020, visit:
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/index_en.cfm?

pg=home
For more information on the European Commission call

for experts and the submission form, visit:
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/index_en.cfm?

pg=h2020-experts.

2 Eur Orthop Traumatol (2013) 4:1–2

http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/index_en.cfm?pg=home
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/index_en.cfm?pg=home
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/index_en.cfm?pg=h2020-experts
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/index_en.cfm?pg=h2020-experts

	Editorial

