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                    Abstract
This paper examines how youth whose parents came from sub-Saharan Africa negotiate racialized forms of masculinity and femininity in Vancouver, Canada. The study is based on interviews with second generation African-Canadian men and women, and explores gendered and racialized dimensions of growing up in neighbourhoods where they were usually the only African and Black children. In this context, the second generation engages with representations of Black masculinity and femininity widely circulated through American popular culture, especially through hip hop, constituting a dominant frame of reference among adolescents that contributes to the great popularity of African-Canadian teenage boys, while girls find it much harder to fit in.
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                    Notes
	Metro Vancouver includes the City of Vancouver and the smaller municipalities of Burnaby, Coquitlam, Langley, North Vancouver (City and District), Port Coquitlam, Port Moody, Richmond, Surrey, and West Vancouver.


	As a point of comparison, in 2006 783,800 people identified as Black in the Canadian census, 60 % lived in Ontario and 24 % in Quebec [18]. The 2006 census recorded 352,200 people who identified as Black in Toronto (7 % of the population) and 169,100 in Montreal (nearly 5 % of the population) [37, p. 5, 14, 27–30]. Of all African-born immigrants who arrived in Canada between 2001 and 2006, 37 % went to Montreal, 22 % to Toronto, and only 4 % to Vancouver [36, p. 25].


	As Myers argues, discourses of exotica help to reproduce racialized and gendered inequalities by reinforcing sexual hierarchies of desirability [26].


	Some Black women hip hop artists continue to contest the narrow stereotypes about women found in much commercial rap [15, 30, 41].


	Interviewees’ parents came from Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra Leon, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, and Togo.


	Participants were recruited through a number of strategies: advertizing in The Afro News, distributing flyers at churches, cultural organizations, and dance clubs, posters at local campuses, and referrals from other research participants.


	For the purposes of this paper, the second generation includes those born in Canada as well as those sometimes called the 1.5 generation, those born abroad but raised in Canada.


	Two participants in this research identified as Muslim, 4 identified as agnostic or atheists, and the rest identified as Christian.


	Heteronormativity refers to common assumptions that everyone is, or should be, heterosexual, in contrast to the actual diversity of sexual orientations.


	They also ranged in age from 19 to 28, 1 was Canadian-born, 2 arrived in elementary school and 2 in high school.


	Performance of rap masculinity in high school was symbolically expressed through dress, music, and attitude. No one discussed involvement in any kind of street life or gang activity.


	Unlike women, men did not use this term with reference to themselves; however their descriptions of girls/women pursuing them because they are Black signifies an exoticization of Black male bodies.


	Only three men recalled any problems with teachers: a teacher who disliked immigrants (Jack), one who criticized a girl for dating him (Luke), and one who “talked down” to him (Rylan). Jack was also unhappy being in ESL for 2 months.


	Some men, such as Bob (quoted earlier), noted stereotypes that Black men are not perceived as smart. However, this was raised in the context of stereotypes among peers and in popular culture, and not in interactions with teachers.


	Unfortunately the province of British Columbia does not collect high school completion or post-secondary data by visible minority status or ethnic origin.





References
	Abdel-Shehid, G. (2005). Who da man? Black masculinities and sporting cultures. Toronto: Canadian Scholars Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Arthur, D. (2006). Hip hop consumption and masculinity. Gender and Consumer Behavior, 
                           8, 105–116.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Brunson, R., & Miller, J. (2006). Gender, race and urban policing: The experience of African American youth. Gender and Society, 
                           20(4), 531–552.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Butler, J. (1990). Gender trouble: Feminism and the subversion of identity. New York: Routledge.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Butler, J. (2004). Undoing gender. New York: Routledge.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Childs, E. C. (2005). Looking behind the stereotype of the ‘Angry Black Woman’: An exploration of Black women’s responses to interracial relationships. Gender and Society, 
                           19(4), 544–561.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Collins, P. H. (1990). Black feminist thought: Knowledge, consciousness, and the politics of empowerment. New York: Routledge.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Collins, P. H. (2005). Black sexual politics: African Americans, gender, and the new racism. New York: Routledge.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Collins, P. H. (2006). From Black power to hip hop: Racism, nationalism, and feminism. Philadelphia: Temple University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Craig, M. L. (2003). Beauty. In E. Cashmore (Ed.), Encyclopedia of race and ethnic studies (pp. 50–52). London: Routledge.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Creese, G. (2011). The new African diaspora in Vancouver: Migration, exclusion and belonging. Toronto: University of Toronto Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Creese, G., Kambere, E. N., & Masinda, M. (2013). Voices of African immigrant and Refugee youth: Negotiating migration and schooling in Canada. In I. Harushimana, C. Ikpeze, & S. Mthethwa-Sommers (Eds.), African-born educators and students in transnational America: Reprocessing race, language and ability (pp. 169–184). New York: Peter Lang.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Currie, D., Kelly, D., & Pomerantz, S. (2009). ‘Girl Power’: Girls reinventing girlhood. New York: Peter Lang.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Davis, A. (1982). Women, race and class. London: The Women’s Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Emerson, R. (2002). ‘WHERE MY GIRLS AT?’ Negotiating Black womanhood in music videos. Gender and Society, 
                           16(1), 115–135.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Forman, M. (2001). ‘Straight outta Mogadishu’: Prescribed identities and performative practices among Somali youth in North American high schools. Topia, 
                           5, 33–60.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Henderson, C. (Ed.). (2010). Imagining the Black female body reconciling image in print and visual culture. New York: Palgrave Macmillan.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Human Resources and Skills Development Canada. No date. A Profile of Blacks in canada. Archived—2006 Designated Group Profiles. Retrieved May 19, 2013 from http://www.hrsdc.gc.ca/eng/labour/equality/employment_equity/tools/eedr/2006/data_profiles/page08.shtml.

	Ibrahim, A. E. K. (1999). Becoming Black: Rap and hip-hop, race, gender, identity, and the politics of ESL learning. TESOL Quarterly, 
                           33(3), 349–369.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ibrahim, A. (2003). Marking the unmarked: Hip-hop, the gaze and the African body in North America. Critical Arts: South-North Cultural and Media Studies, 
                           17(1–2), 52–70.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Jeffries, M. (2011). Thug life: Race, gender and the meaning of hip-hop. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kelly, J. (1998). Under the gaze: Learning to be Black in White society. Halifax: Fernwood Publishing.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kelly, J. (2004). Borrowed identities. New York: Peter Lang Publishing.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kusow, A. (2006). Migration and racial formations among Somali immigrants in North America. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 
                           32(3), 533–551.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Mercer, K. (1987). Black hair/style politics. New Formations, 
                           3(Winter), 33–54.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Myers, K. (2012). Exotica: The deployment of intersecting binaries. Journal of Contemporary Ethnography, 
                           41(1), 7–33.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Okeke-Ihejirika, P., & Spitzer, D. (2005). In search of identity: Intergenerational experiences of African youth in a Canadian context. In W. Tettey & K. Puplampu (Eds.), The African diaspora in Canada: Negotiating identity and belonging (pp. 205–224). Calgary: University of Calgary Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Oware, M. (2011). Brotherly love: Homosociality and Black masculinity in gangsta rap music. Journal of African American Studies, 
                           15, 22–39.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Petchauer, E. (2009). Framing and reviewing hip-hop educational research. Review of Educational Research, 
                           79(2), 946–978.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Phillips, L., Reddick-Morgan, K., & Stephens, D. (2005). Oppositional consciousness within an oppositional realm: The case of feminism and womanism in rap and hip hop, 1976–2004. The Journal of African American History, 
                           90(3), 253–277.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Queeley, A. (2003). Hip hop and the aesthetics of criminalization. Souls, 
                           5(1), 1–15.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ray, R., & Rosow, J. (2012). The two different worlds of Black and White fraternity men: Visibility and accountability as mechanisms of privilege. Journal of Contemporary Ethnography, 
                           41(1), 66–94.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Reichert, T., & Lambiase, J. (Eds.). (2006). Sex in consumer culture: The erotic content of media and marketing. New Jersey: L Erlbaum Associates.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Rice, C. (2013). Exacting Beauty: Exploring women’s body projects and problems in the 21st century. In M. Hobbs & C. Rice (Eds.), Gender and women’s studies in Canada: Critical Terrain (pp. 390–410). Toronto: Women’s Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Rose, T. (2008). The hip hop wars. New York: Basic Books.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Statistics Canada. (2007). Immigration in Canada: A portrait of the foreign-born population, 2006 Census. December 2007. Catalogue No. 97-557-XIE.

	Statistics Canada. (2008). Canada’s ethnocultural mosaic, 2006 Census. April 2008. Catalogue No. 97-562-X.

	Statistics Canada. (2011). National Household Survey. Retrieved July 1, 2014, from http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/index-eng.cfm.

	Stephens, D., & Few, A. (2007). Hip hop honey or video ho: African American preadolescents’ understanding of female sexual scripts in hip hop culture. Sexuality and Culture, 
                           11(3–4), 48–69.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Stephens, D., & Few, A. (2007). The effects of images of African American women in hip-hop on early adolescents’ attitudes toward physical attractiveness and interpersonal relationships. Sex Roles, 
                           56, 251–264.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Trapp, E. (2005). The push and pull of hip-hop: A social movement analysis. American Behavioral Scientist, 
                           48(1), 1482–1495.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	West, C., & Zimmerman, D. (1987). Doing gender. Gender and Society, 
                           1(2), 125–151.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wilkins, A. (2012). Interracial intimacy and intersectional identities across Black college men. Gender and Society, 
                           26(2), 165–189.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wilkins, A. (2012). Not out to start a revolution: Race, gender, and emotional restraint among Black university men. Journal of Contemporary Ethnography, 
                           41(1), 34–65.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wilkins, A. (2012). Becoming Black women: Intimate stories and intersectional identities. Social Psychology Quarterly, 
                           75(2), 173–196.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wingfield, A. H. (2008). Bringing minority men back in: Comments on Anderson. Gender and Society, 
                           22(1), 88–92.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Acknowledgments
I would like to thank the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada for funding this research, all those who participated in the study, and Veronica Fynn, Sanzida Habib, Jeannie Morgan and E.J. Shu for their conscientious work as research assistants.


Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Department of Sociology, The University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada
Gillian Creese


Authors	Gillian CreeseView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Gillian Creese.


Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
[image: Check for updates. Verify currency and authenticity via CrossMark]       



Cite this article
Creese, G. Growing Up Where ‘No One Looked Like Me’: Gender, Race, Hip Hop and Identity in Vancouver.
                    Gend. Issues 32, 201–219 (2015). https://doi.org/10.1007/s12147-015-9138-1
Download citation
	Published: 28 February 2015

	Issue Date: September 2015

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s12147-015-9138-1


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Masculinity
	Femininity
	Racialization
	Identity
	Second generation
	Adolescence








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					34.237.2.137
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    