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Daniel W. Drezner, The Ideas Industry: How Pessimists,
Partisans, and Plutocrats Are Transforming the Marketplace
of Ideas. New York: Oxford University Press, 2017. $27.95.
360 pp.

Drezner, professor of international relations at Tufts
University, argues that three equally important factors
have reshaped the world of ideas: waning trust in exper-
tise, increasing political polarization and plutocracy.
The erosion of trust has lowered the barriers to entry in
the marketplace of ideas with the consequence that the
knowledge class has finally produced its own one
percent.

Roger Scruton, On Human Nature. Princeton, NJ: Princeton
University Press, 2017. $22.95. 151 pp.

The well-known philosopher, Roger Scruton, presents a
radical defense of human uniqueness. Confronting the
views of evolutionary psychologists, utilitarian moral-
ists, and philosophical materialists such as Richard
Dawkins and Daniel Dennett, Scruton argues that hu-
man beings cannot be understood simply as biological
objects. We are, he argues, not only human animals; we
are also persons, in essential relation with other persons,
and bound to them by obligations and rights.

Matthew Baigell, The Implacable Urge to Defame: Cartoon
Jews in the American Press, 1877–1935 (Judaic Traditions in
Literature, Music, and Art). Syracuse, NY: Syracuse
University Press, 2017. $29.95. 240 pp.

Baigell, professor emeritus of art history at Rutgers
University, examines the American cartoonists who de-
voted much of their ink to outlandish caricatures of

immigrants and minority groups, making explicit the
derogatory stereotypes that circulated at the time.
Members of ethnic groups were depicted as fools, con-
nivers, thieves, and individuals hardly fit for American
citizenship, but Jews were especially singled out with
visual and verbal abuse. He traces the impact of this
media on the emergence of anti-Semitism in the
American Scene movement in the 1920s and 1930s.

Bruce Cannon Gibney, A Generation of Sociopaths: How the
Baby Boomers Betrayed America. New York: Hachette
Books, 2017. $27.00. 464 pp.

Bruce Cannon Gibney, venture capitalist and writer,
claims that America was hijacked by the Boomers, a
generation whose reckless self-indulgence degraded
the foundations of American prosperity. He examines
the disastrous policies of the most powerful generation
in modern history, showing how the Boomers ruthlessly
enriched themselves at the expense of future
generations.

Meredith Wadman, The Vaccine Race: Science, Politics, and
the Human Costs of Defeating Disease. New York: Viking
Press, 2017. $30.00. 448 pp.

Wadman, reporter for Science, offers an account of the
race to develop vaccines against a host of illnesses that
caused birth defects and childhood diseases in particular.
She describes the events that took place at the dawn of
the battle over using human fetal tissue in research, dur-
ing the arrival of big commerce in campus labs, and as
huge changes took place in the laws and practices
governing who Bowns^ research cells and the profits
made from biological inventions.
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