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John Osburg, Anxious Wealth: Money and Morality among
China’s New Rich . Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press,
2013. $22.95. 264pp.

Osburg, assistant professor of anthropology at the Uni-
versity of Rochester, examines the rise of elite networks
in China and documents the changing values, lifestyles,
and consumption habits of China’s new rich and new
middle classes. He also describes the changing gender
relations in Post-Mao China and the ways in which
money and material wealth intersect with ideologies of
love and feelings in people’s social, marital, and roman-
tic relationships.

Anthony Walsh, Science Wars: Politics, Gender, and Race .
Parsippany, NJ: Transaction Publishers, 2013. $34.95. 208pp.

Walsh, professor of criminal justice at Boise State Uni-
versity, offers a way to develop a more balanced ap-
proach to the competing paradigms (biological and so-
cial constructionist) that define scientific and social-
scientific perspectives on gender and race. He attempts
to bring the opposing sides together by pointing out
what each can bring to a meaningful discussion.

John T. Hamilton, Security: Politics, Humanity, and the
Philology of Care . Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press,
2013. $39.50. 336.pp.

Hamilton, professor of comparative literature at Harvard
University, argues that from national security and social
security to homeland and cyber-security, “security” has
become one of the most overused words in culture and
politics today. Yet it also remains one of the most
undefined. Hamilton examines the discursive versatility

and semantic vagueness of security both in current and
historical usage.

Joshua Dubler, Down in the Chapel: Religious Life in an
American Prison . New York: Farrar, Strauss, Giroux, 2013.
$30.00. 400pp.

Dubler, assistant professor of religion at the University
of Rochester, tells the story of one week at Graterford
Prison. We learn how the men there pass their time, care
for themselves, and commune with their makers. We
observe a variety of Muslims, Protestants, Catholics,
and others, at prayer and in study and song. One part
prison procedural, one part philosophical investigation,
Down in the Chapel explores the many uses prisoners
make of their religions and weighs the circumstances
that make these uses possible.

Adam Sitze, The Impossible Machine: A Genealogy of South
Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission . AnnArbor,MI:
University of Michigan Press, 2013. $70.00. 392pp.

Sitze, assistant professor of law, jurisprudence, and so-
cial thought at Amherst College, traces the origins of
South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission
back to two well-established instruments of colonial
and imperial governance: the jurisprudence of indemni-
ty and the commission of inquirty. This genealogy pro-
vides a fresh, though counterintuitive, understanding of
the TRC’s legal, political, and cultural importance. The
TRC’s genius, Sitze contends, is not the substitution of
“forgiving” restorative justice for “strict” legal justice
but rather the innovative adaptation of colonial law,
sovereignty, and government.
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