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                    Abstract
In September of 1986, megastar Prince journeyed across the Atlantic to France to begin filming his second motion picture Under the Cherry Moon. Having captured the US imagination in the commercially successful Purple Rain (1984), “The Kid” (Prince’s Purple Rain alias) was eager to begin shooting his idea for a wry comedy in black and white in “homage to the B films of the 1940’s” (Goodman, 1986). Prince’s artistic, transcontinental trek was already on display with his 1985 Around the World in a Day, an album that at once pushed him forward musically by looking backward to 1960s psychedelic, Beatles-esque pop. An avant-garde experimentalist, Prince was seemingly constructing a new musical paradigm that linked past and present in kaleidoscopic fashion. The title song might have Prince playing the melodious wanderer: “Open your heart, open your mind, A train is leaving all day, A wonderful trip through our time, And laughter is all U pay.” Parade: Music from The Motion Picture “Under the Cherry Moon” continued the sauntering theme as the diminutive Prince declares in the title track, “The little 1 will escort U, 2 places within your mind.” In this manner, the wanderings of Prince’s character Christopher Tracy took him “more often to the strange corners of Paris than to its historic centre, to the strongholds of multiculturalism rather than to the classic headquarters of the Gallic tradition” (White, 2001). The purpose of the article is to present Prince as a postmodern flâneur. Beyond notions of his dandyism, most directly observed in his use of signifiers that convey gender ambiguity/bending, Prince’s urban representations, traveling imagery, solitary character, social commentary, contradictory relationships with women, and transformative creativity mark a new take on the flâneur.
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                    Notes
	I will also reference Prince’s films.


	Here, I borrow Vassilena Parashkevova’s (2012) ruminations on the portrayals of the urban in Salman Rushdie novels.


	In “Architectural Exclusion: Discrimination and Segregation Through Physical Design of the Built Environment” (April 2015), Sarah Schindler reminds us that bridges were designed to reinforce segregation, often times built so low that buses could not pass under them in order to prevent people of color from accessing a public beach. Graffiti Bridge, while a box office bomb, lends insight into a gritty urban environment, portraying an “internecine struggle within the Minnesota musical mafia—Prince (and Paisley Park sidekicks Tevin Campbell, George Clinton, and Mavis Staples) vs. Morris Day and the Time,” according to one Washington Post review.


	Though both of Prince’s parents were African-American, many think Prince was multiracial, either because he misleads the media or in the case of the semi-biographical Purple Rain, The Kid’s parents in the movie are white (mother) and black (father).


	Born on October 16, 1854 in Dublin, author, playwright, and poet Oscar Wilde was a popular literary figure in late Victorian England, known for his brilliant wit, flamboyant style, and infamous imprisonment for homosexuality.


	Prince wrote “Nothing Compares 2 U” originally for girlfriend Susannah Melvoin and the group The Family, released on their album The Family in 1985 (Morton 2007). Sinead O’Connor covered the song in 1990, which led to a contentious relationship with Prince as O’Connor’s producer ignored much of Prince’s original arrangement and emphasized O’Connor’s piercing vocal (Ro 2011).





References
	Baudelaire, C. (1863). "The Painter of Modern Life." Pp. 1-41 in The Painter of Modern Life and Other Essays, translated and edited by Jonathan Mayne. London: Phaidon Press, 1985.

	Bush, J. (n.d). Song Review by John Bush. AllMusic.com. Retrieved October 15, 2016 (http://www.allmusic.com/song/planet-rock-mt0032413287).

	Case, W. (2016). Prince touched Baltimore with concert, song after Freddie Gray’s death, unrest The Baltimore Sun. Retrieved September 21, 2016 (http://www.baltimoresun.com/entertainment/music/midnight-sun-blog/bs-ae-prince-baltimore-20160421-story.html).

	Conlin, J. (2014). “'This Publick Sort of Obscurity': The Origins of the Flâneur in London and Paris, 1660-1780." Pp. 14-39 in The Flâneur Abroad: Historical and International Perspectives, edited by Richard Wrigley. Newcastle upon Tyne, UK: Cambridge Scholars Publishing.

	Donato, A. (2016). 10 Times Prince Wrote His Own Gender Rules. HuffPost Style Canada. Retrieved December 22, 2016 (http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2016/04/23/prince-gender-masculinity-femininity_n_9760080.html).

	France, L. R. (2016). How Prince stayed so private in the age of celebrity. CNN Entertainment. Retrieved April 25, 2017 (http://www.cnn.com/2016/04/24/entertainment/prince-private-life/).

	Garelick, R. K. (1999). Rising Star: Dandyism, Gender, and Performance in the Fin de Siècle. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.

	Gilroy, P. (1993). The Black Atlantic: modernity and double consciousness. Cambridge: Harvard University Press.

	Goodman, W. (1986). Screen: Prince in ‘Cherry Moon’, Review of Under the Cherry Moon (Warner Brothers movie), The New York Times. Retrieved August 3, 2016 (http://www.nytimes.com/movie/reviewres=9A0DE6DB103DF930A35754C0A960948260).

	Grøtta, M. (2015). Baudelaire’s media aesthetics: the gaze of the flâneur and 19
                           th
                           -century media. New York: Bloomsburg Academic.

	Harrington, R. (1990). Graffiti Bridge. WashingtonPost.com. Retrieved May 17, 2017 (http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/style/longterm/movies/videos/graffitibridgepg13harrington_a0aaf8.htm).

	Hawkins, S. (2017). The sun, the moon and stars: Prince Rogers Nelson, 1958–2016. Popular Music and Society, 40(1), 124–128.

	Hawkins, S. & Niblock, S. (2011). Prince: the making of a pop music phenomenon. Burlington, VT: Ashgate Publishing Limited.

	Hicks, D. (2016). How Minneapolis made Prince. Slate. Retrieved October 23, 2016 (http://www.slate.com/articles/arts/metropolis/2016/04/prince_s_sound_taste_and_drive_were_forged_by_minneapolis.html).

	Hsiao-yen, P. (2010). Dandyism and Transcultural Modernity: The dandy, the flâneur, and the translator in 1930s Shanghai, Tokyo, and Paris. London/New York: Routledge.

	Kaisary, P. (2014). The Black Atlantic: Notes on the Thought of Paul Gilroy. Critical Legal Thinking, Retrieved January 14, 2017 (http://criticallegalthinking.com/2014/09/15/black-atlantic-notes-thought-paul-gilroy/).

	Levy, J. (2016). Prince: rockstar, funk lord, provocateur, genius: how he created a world—but, in the end, could only go it alone. Rolling Stone. Retrieved June 4, 2017 (http://www.rollingstone.com/music/features/prince-remembering-the-rock-star-funk-lord-provocateur-genius-20160504).

	Mazlish, B. (1994). The flâneur: from spectator to representation. In K. Tester (Ed), The flâneur (pp. 43–60). New York: Routledge.

	Milburn, K. (2014). Underground, Overground, Wandering Free: Flânerie Reimagined in Print, on Screen and on Record. Pp. 325-341 in The Flâneur Abroad: Historical and International Perspectives, edited by Richard Wrigley. Newcastle upon Tyne, UK: Cambridge Scholars Publishing.

	Mills, M. E. (2012). Urban Imagination in Biblical Prophecy. New York/London: T&T Clark.

	Morton, B. (2007). Prince: A Thief in the Temple. Edinburgh, UK: Canongate Books, LTD.

	Niblock, S. A. (2005). Prince: negotiating the meanings of femininity in the mid-1980s. PhD thesis, Middlesex University.

	Niblock, S. (2013). ‘Glam Slam’: musician Prince’s 30 year reign as a pop fashion icon. HuffPost: United Kingdom. Retrieved May 17, 2017 (http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/professor-sarah-niblock/prince-glam-slam-musician-prince_b_2279292.html).

	Parashkevova, V. (2012). Salman Rushdie's Cities: Reconfigurational Politics and the Contemporary Urban Imagination (Continuum Studies in the City). New York, NY: Continuum Publishing Corporation.

	Pearce, M. (2016). "In Minneapolis, everyone has a story about Prince." Los Angeles Times, Retrieved February 14, 2017 (http://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-prince-minneapolis-20160423-story.html).

	Philpott, B. (2013). Prince's Purple Rain, Sex, and Misogyny: A Contemporary Perspective." Drowned in Sound, Retrieved February 10, 2017 (http://drownedinsound.com/in_depth/4146103-princes-purple-rain-sex-and-misogyny--a-contemporary-perspective).

	Ro, R. (2011). Prince: Inside the Music and the Masks. New York, NY: St. Martin's Press.

	Sturdevant, A. (2012). Yes, Uptown suffers from a personality crisis, but it’s also vibrant and undeniably walkable. MinnPost. Retrieved December 23, 2016 (https://www.minnpost.com/stroll/2012/01/yes-uptown-suffers-personality-crisis-its-also-vibrant-and-undeniably-walkable).

	Summers, J. (2016). Essay: Prince brought magic to Baltimore. NBC News. Retrieved October 24, 2016 (http://www.nbcnews.com/news/nbcblk/essay-prince-brought-magic-baltimore-n561676).

	Tester, K. (1994). Introduction. In K. Tester (Ed), The flâneur (pp. 1–21). New York: Routledge.

	Touré. (2013). I Would Die 4 U: why prince became an icon. New York: ATRIA Books.

	Turcot, L. (2014). Did the flâneur exist? A Parisian overview. In R. Wrigley (Ed), The flâneur abroad: historical and international perspectives (pp. 40–65). Newcastle upon Tyne, UK: Cambridge Scholars Publishing.

	Uptown Urbanist. (2009). Uptown, Minneapolis—past, present, and future: musings about the greater (and great) Uptown area of Minneapolis. Retrieved May 17, 2017 (http://uptownmusings.blogspot.com/2009/02/remember-mcpunks.html).

	Urry, J. (2009). Speeding up and slowing down. In H. Rosa & W. E. Scheuerman (Eds), High speed society: social acceleration, power, and modernity (pp. 179–198). University Park: The Pennsylvania State University Press.

	White, E. (2001). The flâneur: a stroll through the paradoxes of Paris. New York: Bloomsbury Publishing.

	Wrigley, R. (2014). Introduction. Pp. 1-14 in The Flâneur Abroad: Historical and International Perspectives, edited by Richard Wrigley. Newcastle upon Tyne, UK: Cambridge Scholars Publishing.

	Wolff, J. (1985). "The Invisible Flâneuse: Women and the Literature of Modernity." Theory & Culture, Vol. 2, No. 3.


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Oberlin College, Wilder Hall 105, Oberlin, OH, 44074, USA
Adrian A. Bautista


Authors	Adrian A. BautistaView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Adrian A. Bautista.


Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
[image: Check for updates. Verify currency and authenticity via CrossMark]       



Cite this article
Bautista, A.A. A Flâneur in the Erotic City: Prince and the Urban Imaginary.
                    J Afr Am St 21, 353–372 (2017). https://doi.org/10.1007/s12111-017-9364-6
Download citation
	Published: 26 September 2017

	Issue Date: September 2017

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s12111-017-9364-6


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Flâneur
	Urban imaginary








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					3.84.202.224
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    