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To the Editor: Scorpion envenomation in children is a life
threatening emergency. Most of the children can die with se-
vere scorpion envenomation if untreated. It is relatively less
severe condition in adults. Scorpion antivenom (SAV) was
available in few countries. Now with the free availability of
antivenom, more rational treatment is use of SAV to neutralize
the venom present in the circulation and body fluids. There are
limited studies in pediatric age group assessing role of SAV in
scorpion envenomation [1]. Hence this study was planned to
assess the efficacy of SAV in pediatric age group.

This study was conducted in Department of Pediatrics,
Institute of Medical Sciences, Banaras Hindu University,
Varanasi. The period of study extended from March 2014
through December 2016. Ethical clearance was taken from
Institute Ethical Committee. The study included children with
history of scorpion envenomation who were admitted in our
pediatric ward/ Pediatric intensive care unit with following
inclusion criteria: Patients of both sexes, in the age range of
1–14 y, presenting to the emergency within 48 h of red scor-
pion (Mesobuthus tumulus) sting and associated with clinical
manifestations of scorpion envenomation with grade III and
IV. Patients in group A received scorpion antivenom plus
prazosin (n = 32) as per protocol. Patients in group B received
prazosin (n = 34) only. The present study included 66 patients
with 45 boys. Mean age of presentation in group A and group
B was 5.54 ± 3.2 y and 6.28 ± 3.93 y respectively. Fourteen
out of 32 children of group A, had clinically improved within
12 h of hospitalization against none in control group which
was a significant finding (p 0.001). Twenty seven patients

(84.37%) of group A recovered within 24 h compared to only
15 patients (44.11%) of group B. The mean duration of hos-
pitalization in group A (62.91 ± 26.09 h) was significantly
lower than mean duration of hospitalization in group B
(80.12 ± 18.01 h).

Many scientists have demonstrated the benefit of use of
scorpion antivenom in their studies [2–5].

Scorpion envenomation in children is a life-threatening
event. Prazosin and supportive treatment has improved the
outcome in pediatric age group. The role of scorpion anti-
venom has been less studied in pediatric population. Our
study points towards the beneficial role of antivenom in the
pediatric age group. But, benefit is species specific; the
role of antivenom in other species’ envenomation needs
to be further studied.
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