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To the editor,

W
e thank Drs. Monsalvo

and Bautista for their let-

ter regarding our paper.

We appreciate your concerns regarding

our exclusion of limb-length discrep-

ancy from our list of complications.

Your letter clearly identifies our

reasons for excluding limb-length dis-

crepancies from the list of THA

complications which include, lack of

consensus definition, lack of support in

the expert opinion survey, and failure

to be validated in the clinical case

evaluation.

We acknowledge that limb-length

discrepancy is a frequent cause of
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patient dissatisfaction and litigation.

Unfortunately, different limb-length

discrepancies are associated with

different patient responses and dif-

ferent patient-reported outcomes. The

unpredictability of a threshold of

limb-length discrepancy, which cau-

ses symptoms and/or an adverse

patient-reported outcome, makes it a

difficult condition to categorize, and,

the data regarding how much limb-

length discrepancy is clinically sig-

nificant is not clear. In our

experience, some patients whose

limb lengths are ‘‘equalized’’ follow-

ing hip replacement operation

complain of a feeling of limb-length

discrepancy.

Limb-length discrepancy following

hip replacement is a topic that deserves

further evaluation and consideration.

When the data and information

regarding limb-length discrepancy are

clearer, and there is a consensus

regarding definition and association

with patient-reported outcome, per-

haps it should be included with a list of

complications following THA.

Thank you for your consideration of

our work.
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