
        
    
        
            
            
                
            

            
        
    

        
    
        
            
            
                
            

            
        
    


        
    




        

        
    Skip to main content

    

    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        [image: SpringerLink]
                    
                
            
        


        
            
                
    
        Log in
    


            
        
    


    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                        Menu
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            Find a journal
                        
                    
                        
                            Publish with us
                        
                    
                        
                            Track your research
                        
                    
                


                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                Search
                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
 
  
   
  Cart
 


                    
                

            

        
    




    
        
    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            	
                        Home




	
                        Journal of Police and Criminal Psychology

	
                        Article

Behind the Confession: Relating False Confession, Interrogative Compliance, Personality Traits, and Psychopathy


                    	
                            Published: 25 February 2014
                        


                    	
                            Volume 30, pages 94–102, (2015)
                        
	
                            Cite this article
                        



                    
                        
                        
                    

                
                
                    
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                [image: ]
                            
                            Journal of Police and Criminal Psychology
                        
                        
                            
                                Aims and scope
                                
                            
                        
                        
                            
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            
                        
                    
                

            
        
    


        
            
                

                

                
                    
                        	Simon R. Larmour1,2, 
	Henriette Bergstrøm1, 
	Christopher T. A. Gillen1 & 
	…
	Adelle E. Forth1 

Show authors
                        
    

                        
                            	
            
                
            6227 Accesses

        
	
            
                
            7 Citations

        
	
                
                    
                3 Altmetric

            
	
            Explore all metrics 
                
            

        


                        

                        
    
    

    
    


                        
                    
                


                
                    Abstract
The present study further supports the established notion that personality traits contribute to the phenomenon of false confessions and compliance in an interrogative setting. Furthermore, the study provides an investigation into the more recent interest in the potential effect of psychopathic traits in this context. A sample of university students (N = 607) completed questionnaires measuring psychopathic traits, interrogative compliance, and the big five personality factors. Of these, only 4.9% (n=30) claimed to have falsely confessed to an academic or criminal offense, with no participant taking the blame for both types of offense. Across measures the big five personality traits were the strongest predictors of compliance. The five personality traits accounted for 17.9 % of the total variance in compliance, with neuroticism being the strongest predictor, followed by openness and agreeableness. Psychopathy accounted for 3.3% of variance, with the lifestyle facet being the only significant predictor. After controlling for the big five personality factors, psychopathy only accounted for a small percentage of interrogative compliance, indicating that interrogators should take into account a person’s personality traits during the interrogation.
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                    Notes
	Prorated scores were assessed by dividing the number of answered items by the total number of items. The divided value was then multiplied by the total score (or factor score when needed).


	A second regression was run due to multicollinearity in step 3. The aim was to see the accountability of the total SRP-SF scores’ interrogative compliance variation. Step 1 (age, gender, and ethnicity) and 2 (FFI) remained identical to the original regression, but the four SRP-SF factors were replaced by total SRP-SF scores. Total psychopathy scores accounted for 1% of the variance in interrogative compliance, F(1, 546) = 18.58, p= .007, R
                      2
                      change= .010.


	A separate regression was run post-hoc to see the predictive value of psychopathy on interrogative compliance without controlling for personality. Psychopathy accounted for 5.5% of variance in interrogative compliance, F(4, 550)= 6.66, p< .001, R
                      2
                      change = .055.
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