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In Case You Missed It: 

Business News from the Field

Montreal, Quebec, Canada: Apple Inc. purchased the first-ever commercial 
batch of carbon-free aluminum from Elysis LP, a Montreal-based joint 
venture between Alcoa Corporation and Rio Tinto. The batch was created 
through a new smelting technology that emits oxygen, eliminates direct 
greenhouse gas emissions, and is expected to have lower operating costs 
than traditional aluminum smelting. (Photo courtesy of Elysis.)

GM, LG Chem Partner in  
New Battery Plant
Warren, Michigan, USA: General 
Motors Company (GM) and South 
Korea’s LG Chem Ltd. are investing 
$2.3 billion in a 50-50 joint venture to 
build one of the world’s largest electric 
vehicle battery plants. The plant will 
have an initial capacity of more than 
30 gigawatt hours annually. LG Chem 
has long provided lithium-ion and 
electronics supplies to the automaker, 
who aims to introduce 20 new electric 
vehicles by 2023. Construction on 
the plant, which will be located in 
Lordstown, Ohio and employ more than 
1,100 people, is scheduled to begin in 
mid-2020.

Matilda Minerals to  
Mine Mutamba
London, United Kingdom: Matilda 
Minerals, a subsidiary of Savannah 
Resources PLC, won mining licenses 
for parts of the Mutamba Heavy 
Mineral Sands project, awarded by 
the Mozambique Minister of Mineral 
Resources and Energy. Mutamba is 
considered one of the most attractive 
undeveloped mineral sands deposits 
in the world. The license is valid until 
April 2044, with the option to extend 
for an additional 25 years. The project is 
operated under a joint venture between 
Savannah and Rio Tinto. 

New Technique Welds  
Ceramic Materials
San Diego, California, USA: 
Researchers have successfully 
demonstrated a way to reliably weld 
ceramic materials at room temperature 

University of California, San Diego and 
the University of California, Riverside 
and funded by the Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency (DARPA), 
devised a technique using ultrafast pulsed 
lasers and nonlinear optics. The ability 
to weld at room temperature would make 
possible future applications of ceramics 
in consumer electronics and medical 
devices.  

Lynas to Build Australian  
Rare-Earths Plant
Kuantan, Malyasia: Lynas Corporation, 

selected Kalgoorlie, Australia, for a 
new initial ore processing plant that 
will extract low-level radioactivity from 
materials to be shipped to Malaysia. 
Located in Western Australia, Kalgoorlie’s 

and processing industries. Lynas is the 
only major producer of rare-earth metals 
outside of China. The new cracking and 
leaching plant is part of a growth plan for 
Lynas to boost production by 2025.

Cleveland-Cliffs  
Acquired AK Steel 
Cleveland, Ohio, USA: Cleveland-

pellets, bought AK Steel Holding Corp. for 

agreed to trade 0.4 shares, worth $3.36 per 
share, for each share of AK Steel, worth 
$8.41 per share. The agreement, which is 

positions the iron-ore miner to become 
a vertically integrated steel company 
serving both the blast furnace and electric 
arc furnace segments. The new, expanded 
organization will be led by Lourenco 
Gonclaves, chair of the board, president, 
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