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Giving Back Through 
Service: Incoming 

TMS Board Members 
Discuss Their  

New Roles

 When the incoming members of the TMS Board of 
Directors were asked about their motivations for joining 
TMS leadership, one reason popped up time and again: to 
give back. In 2020, TMS welcomes seven individuals to 

TMS membership in the past and is now looking to give 
back to the Society and their profession.
 At the TMS 2020 Annual Meeting & Exhibition 

Ellen Cerreta,  
Vice President
 “I have been a TMS member 
since 1997, when I joined as a 
graduate student and attended 

Cerreta, who is deputy division 
leader for the Explosive Science 
and Shock Physics Division 
at Los Alamos National 
Laboratory. “I did not know it 
then, but TMS would become an 

 Access to strong and diverse mentorship has been an 
important part of Cerreta’s career development, from 

encouraged to apply for leadership positions. 
 “TMS membership gave me important access to such 
mentorship, and, at least early on in my career, this was 

years that followed, that mentorship experience created 
a strong desire to provide those same opportunities to 

 Her relationship with TMS has grown along with her 
career. As a student, she met her future post-doctoral 

a position at Los Alamos. As an early career scientist, she 

built strong international collaborations through the TMS 
International Scholar Program, conducted in partnership 
with the Japan Institute of Metals and Materials. Most 

styles as a member of the TMS Board of Directors.
 Cerreta will begin the three-year TMS Presidential 
Rotation when she is installed as the Society’s Vice 
President at TMS2020. She will lead the TMS Board of 
Directors as the 2021 TMS President and then move into 
the role of Past President in 2022.

excited about helping to implement the strategic planning 
conducted by the Board in 2018, which focuses on 
volunteer-driven programming, robust annual meetings, a 
diverse and inclusive membership, and strong partnerships 
between basic and applied sciences and technologies, while 
also embracing change and working to further improve the 
TMS experience.
 “The core TMS values have made us a Society that 

“The world changes around us, but, through careful 
attention to the strategy, I believe we can enhance the TMS 
experience, inspire new generations of loyal members, 
and support our thought leaders as they scope the future of 

(TMS2020) in San Diego, California, in February, these 
new Board members will begin their terms, so take a few 
moments today to meet these active TMS volunteers, to 

insight into what they hope to accomplish during their time 

 Who knows? You may even be inspired to volunteer 
with TMS yourself. 
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Charles Ward,  
Financial Planning 
Officer
 Charles Ward says that his 
initial interactions with TMS 
came through attending the 
Society’s annual conferences 
and presenting his research. 
 “I’ve stayed engaged because 
of the power the Society has 
to bring people together to 
share relevant experiences, and 

Ward, who is chief of the Manufacturing and Industrial 
Technologies Division at the U.S. Air Force Research 
Laboratory’s Materials and Manufacturing Directorate.
 Over the years, Ward has participated in a number 
of TMS volunteer roles, including editor-in-chief of 

Judy Schneider, 
Content Development & 
Dissemination Director
 “I do not think I could 
have navigated the academic 
ranks without the guidance 
and mentoring of my TMS 

professor in the Department 
of Mechanical and Aerospace 
Engineering at the University 
of Alabama in Huntsville. 

academic career in 2000. 
 “Overall, I found TMS to be a very active and vibrant 

and well connected to current issues. Being a member of 
TMS for almost two decades, I now look forward to working 

 Schneider found tremendous value in the scholarly 

David L. Bourell,  
Professional 
Development Director

   “TMS has provided great 
opportunities to engage 
technically through the fall 

joined TMS while he was in 
graduate school, more than 40 
years ago. “I’ve gotten great 
ideas for research directions 

 In his time with the Society, Bourell, who is the 
Temple Foundation Professor of Mechanical Engineering 

the journal Integrating Materials and Manufacturing 
Innovation, chair of the TMS Materials Innovation 
Committee, and TMS representative to ABET’s 
Engineering Accreditation Commission.
 He sees his new position, as TMS Financial Planning 

TMS, starting with technical committee participation 
and up through membership on the Society’s Financial 
Planning Committee. 
 “I felt I had accumulated enough experience 
across TMS to be able to give back to the society in a 

 In Ward’s view, being introduced to new ideas and 
people from across the globe has been the greatest 

the way I approach my work by providing me with new 
insights and potential partners to tackle challenging 

collegiality of TMS members, and through her interactions 
with other members, she rapidly became involved with 
organizing symposia and taking leadership roles on 
several committees. She continues to regularly chair 
sessions at TMS Annual Meetings and Materials Science 
& Technology conferences and now helps new faculty 
members contribute by getting them involved with 
organizing symposia.
 Of her new position as Content Development & 
Dissemination Director on the TMS Board, Schneider 
said, “I feel this position is a culmination of my publishing 

Schneider has served as a JOM advisor, which helped her 
to understand the publication side of TMS and prepared her 
for service on the Content Development & Dissemination 
Committee. She has been a member of the committee since 
2011 and served as vice chair in 2016.
 In this new role, she looks forward to working on 
capturing content at TMS annual meetings, promoting 
student involvement, and exploring open access options.

at The University of Texas at Austin, has helped to 
expand the technologies covered by TMS. He served as 
the founding chair of the TMS Additive Manufacturing 

“I enjoyed very much helping getting additive 

 Representing Professional Development on the 
Board, Bourell says he plans to continue the great 
service TMS does in professional engineering 
registration, ABET, and education.

“I hope by service on the Board to give back to the 
Society and to enable others to contribute to Society 
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Eric N. Brown,  
Public & Governmental 
Affairs Director
 “Every time I have had an 
opportunity to serve within 
TMS, I have always gotten 
more out of the experience than 

who is the division leader for 
the Explosive Science and 
Shock Physics Division at Los 
Alamos National Laboratory.

at Los Alamos. “My mentor encouraged me to submit 
an abstract and attend the annual conference, and it 
immediately became clear to me that TMS would be a 

career going forward. The quality of science presented has 
always kept me engaged, but so has the opportunity to be 

  
 Early on, he became involved with the TMS Young 

Leaders and the Structural Materials Division, which lead 
to roles on various committees.
 “The bottom up nature of the society allows everyone to 

  
 In his new role as director of Public & Governmental 

indirectly impact the advancement of materials science 
within and beyond TMS.
 “I think this is a very exciting time for TMS and the 

 “I am particularly 
interested in how the committee and TMS can expand 
its impact on the public. TMS has developed a series 
of outstanding tools to support educators to teach about 
Materials Science and Engineering, which is having a 
great impact. Materials have such a massive impact on our 

energy generation, and faster electronics. We seek to enter 
the next phase of Materials Innovation and look for other 

 
Ellen Cerreta

Christina Meskers, 
Extraction & 
Processing Division 
Chair
 Christina Meskers began her 
relationship with TMS when her 
Ph.D. supervisor brought her 
to a TMS Annual Meeting. She 
attended a Recycling Committee 
meeting and later became a JOM 
advisor for that group. 
 Meskers, who is senior 

manager, Open Innovation, at Umicore in Belgium, said her 
most valuable experience, however, was being selected for 
the TMS Extraction & Processing Division Young Leader 
Professional Development Award.

guest at a Board of Directors meeting. The entire Board and 

 Now, after 15 years of attending TMS Annual Meetings, 
she considers the community of relationships she has built 
there to be like a family.
 Beginning in 2020, Meskers will serve as the chair of 
the TMS Extraction & Processing Division, and one of the 
things she hopes to do is to spread the word that her division 
is relevant and changing. “The extractive and processing 
industry contributes to global societal  transitions—clean 

mobility, circular economy, for example—and is changing 

to show the relevance of what we’re doing to the rest of the 

  Within TMS, she wants to help the Society stay relevant 
to its members, not only in the topics covered but also in 
the way they are covered. To do this, she recognizes the 
value of the bottom-up approach that TMS takes to its 
initiatives and emphasizes the importance of continuing to 
listen to new ideas. 
 “To make TMS initiatives happen, we need many active 

new ideas to volunteer with the Society—even if it’s for a 
limited amount of time. “You can volunteer for a while and 

and it has helped her to see how strategy is made and how 
governance works before this was part of her normal job. 
 “TMS is a reference for me on organizing and collaborating 

 For Meskers, being involved in TMS ultimately means 
working on something bigger than yourself. “It’s about 
moving the community forward by working together across 
divisions, disciplines, and geographies—inspiring each other 
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Paul R. Ohodnicki, Jr., 
Functional Materials 
Division Chair
 Paul Ohodnicki, Jr. 

Meeting in graduate school, 
when he quickly realized that 
the meeting was a good match 

 “The breadth and depth 
of the society allows me 
to remain connected with 

work, and also provides a platform to establish new 

is a materials scientist and technical portfolio lead in the 
Functional Materials Team of the Materials Engineering 
& Manufacturing Directorate of the National Energy 
Technology Laboratory.
 After this initial interaction, he reconnected with the 

PPG Industries. He was selected as the Young Leaders 
Professional Development Award recipient for the TMS 
Electronic, Magnetic, & Photonic Materials Division 
(now Functional Materials Division).  
 “I have been very fortunate to be the recipient 
of many opportunities, awards, recognitions, and 
leadership experiences over the years through my strong 

career, I feel that it is important for me to give back to 

 He is hopeful that, by taking on a leadership role, he 
can ensure the next generation of scientists and engineers 

new opportunities. 
 “I believe that the area of Functional Materials is a 

who will take on the role of Functional Materials 
Division chair in February. “I hope to play a key role in 
the successful realization of that potential through this 
leadership position

JO
themagazine

Are You the Next Member of the TMS Board of Directors? 
 TMS is accepting nominations for two Board of 
Directors positions for the 2021–2024 term until 
January 15, 2020. The open positions are the 
Presidential Rotation and Programming Director. 
 The Presidential Rotation encompasses three 
successive one-year positions: Vice President, 
President, and Past President. All three roles 
are officer positions within the Society and carry 
unique responsibilities. The role of President 
includes serving as chair of the Board of Directors.
 The Programming Director represents the 
entire membership in carrying out the professional 
activities of the Society concerned with 
programming. 

 Packages for applicants to these positions will be 
considered by the Society’s Nominating Committee, 
which will then recommend a candidate for each 
position to the Board of Directors.
 If approved by the Board of Directors, these 
endorsed candidates will be presented to the general 
membership for approval by July 2020.
 To access complete job descriptions and 
qualifications for each office, as well as the Nominee 
Statement Form and nomination instructions, visit 
www.tms.org/BoardNominations. For 
additional information, contact Deborah 
Hixon, TMS Award Program Administrator, 
at hixon@tms.org.

 
Charles Ward

 
Judy Schneider
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