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“Sometimes,  

reuse.”

“

—Annie Leonard

 Every month, a member of the JOM editorial team rap-taps at my e-mail door reminding me 
that In the Final Analysis is soon to be due, or is due now, or is actually late. I confess that I’m 
often late (like I am right now), but I usually have exceptional reasons—like all of the other 
stuff that I’m writing for other TMS business purposes. Beyond In the Final Analysis, some 
of my best writing goes into in-the-weeds correspondence with staff and volunteers, Board 
of Directors reports on planning and policy, and “thank you” letters to large TMS Foundation 
donors (give $2,000 or more and I’ll demonstrate). All good stuff, but mostly unsuitable for 

You’re about to see it happen before your very eyes. . . . 
 One of the TMS hats that I wear is as secretary for the TMS International Affairs Committee. 
This group considers with which professional societies does the Society collaborate, what is the 
nature of that collaboration, and what are the metrics of success. The committee most recently 
convened in Columbus, Ohio, during Materials Science and Technology 2018. Here are some of 
the things that they discussed. 

• The success of the Extraction 2018 event—the collaboration between TMS; the Society 
for Mining, Metallurgy and Exploration; and the Metallurgy and Materials Society of the 
Canadian Institute of Mining, Metallurgy and Petroleum. Anecdotally, the roughly 800 
individuals who attended were pleased with the event and our post-event survey found that 
93% of survey respondents rated the Extraction 2018 as either “excellent” or “good.” TMS’s 
going-forward position is to help establish the event into a recurrent series of events.

• The new collaboration with Deutsche Gesellschaft für Materialkunde (German Materials 
Society), or DGM. Among many potential initiatives outlined in our MOU, principal 
among them is a co-programming initiative whereby the two societies select a topic of 
mutual interest and then develop a pair of sibling symposia, with one of the siblings 
being presented at DGM’s Materials Science and Engineering (MSE) event and the other 
being presented at the following year’s TMS Annual Meeting & Exhibition. At MSE 
last September in Darmstadt, Germany, DGM and TMS co-organized the symposium 
Light Weight Metals. At TMS2019, DGM and TMS will jointly present the three-session 
symposium Lightweight Metals: A Joint U.S.-European Symposium on Challenges in Light 
Weighting the Transportation Industry. Also in Darmstadt, DGM, Sociedad Argentina de 
Materiales, and TMS collaborated on International Opportunities for Young Researchers. 

• The continuing collaboration with the Federation of European Materials Societies (FEMS), 
with FEMS having a presence at TMS Annual Meeting & Exhibitions and TMS developing 
programming at EUROMAT. The FEMS presence at TMS2019 includes co-sponsorship 
of the symposium Advanced Magnetic Materials for Energy and Power Conversion 
Applications and the International Round Table on Materials Criticality. The latter is a 
European initiative that comes to TMS2019 as an element of the REWAS program. 

• The ongoing joint membership collaboration between TMS and the U.K.’s Institute of 
Materials, Minerals, and Mining (IOM3). Since 2003, the two societies have marketed access 

3 are in discussion to modify the agreement to 
make the service more attractive to more members and to better promote it. For example, you 
can add on IOM3

 Do you think that the members of the International Affairs Committee will mind me recycling 
their activities report into an editorial? Surely not, right? If they do, perhaps I’ll be the one 
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