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“When attending 

MS&T, graduate 

and undergraduate 

materials science 

and engineering 

students can 

do more than 

participate in the 

technical program 

and the exhibition.”

“It is not more vacation we need—it is more vocation.”
—Eleanor Roosevelt

 In a few weeks, I suspect that about 1,000 students will be enjoying both some vacation 
and vocation time as they exit campuses for a few days and visit MS&T17, which will be 
held October 8–12, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. It is wonderful to see the energy that students 
bring to the event, and it is quite uplifting to help connect Material Advantage members with 
the student activities that MS&T offers. When attending MS&T, graduate and undergraduate 
materials science and engineering students can do more than participate in the technical 

(Google it). For example, there’s a poster contest, a speaking contest, contests that involve 
breaking ceramic do-dads, tours, receptions, opportunities to mix and network with famous 
people, career-building activities, and ways to offset meeting expenses by serving as student 
monitors. That’s a lot of return for a registration fee of $135—the price of a single off-in-
the-distance (Section 330, Row 24) ticket to see U2 on the Joshua Tree Tour 2017 at MetLife 
Stadium in New Jersey (before Ticketmaster fees and taxes, of course). 
 I will now state a fundamental truth of the human condition that has never been 
written or uttered in the history of the multi-universe: MS&T is a better value than U2. 
We’re all thinking it, right? . . . No? . . . Okay, maybe that’s more of an opinion than a 

it the participation of a soon-to-be-minted professional (i.e., a student), an already-minted 
professional early or deep in her/his career, a post-professional retiree, a professional 
exhibitor, or a staff professional supporting the event. Materials science and engineering is a 
vocation around which we can all be proud to play a part.
 While it is easy to observe the value of the science and engineering community while being 
surrounded by the members of that community, learning an outsider’s perspective on the 
neighborhood can provide many valuable insights. I found such an outside perspective today 
when reading a snippet from The Wall Street Journal. It referenced a Pew Research Center 

Brian Kennedy. As social science goes, it is a diverting read. As reported, the Pew researchers 

the military, the news media, religious leaders, and scientists (inclusive, one presumes, of 

 I think that the average MS&T attendee, the average Material Advantage student, and the 

practitioners have such high standing within society. It is well deserved in my opinion. As for 
the merit of my opinion, well, I’m a degreed journalist who is now a business leader. Based 
on the Pew study, I suppose that makes me something of a professional rascal. Time for me to 

JOM, Vol. 69, No. 9, 2017

DOI: 10.1007/s11837-017-2485-5
Ó 2017 The Minerals, Metals & Materials Society

1457


	in the final analysis



