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JOM 2018 Editorial Calendar Plans 
for Diversity and Depth of Coverage

 From bauxite mining to additive 
manufacturing, from refractory materials 
to wearable electronics, the new 2018 JOM 
editorial calendar encompasses a broad 
range of minerals, metals, and materials 
science and engineering interests.
 The TMS member journal’s 2018–
2019 editorial calendar—a roadmap for 
publishing in the next 13 months—promises 
coverage of technologies and research 
avenues as diverse as TMS itself. With 49 
technical topics, the JOM editorial calendar 
presents an ambitious plan developed by 
TMS technical committees, working with 
the journal’s editorial team. 
 Typically, committees select a technical 
area to focus on for the coming year, and 
appointed JOM advisors perform the job 
of organizers, ensuring that quality papers 
are published on that topic. This approach 
will continue, with some committees 
planning two or more special topics, and 
others partnering with complementary 
committees to present readers with 
in-depth, multifaceted coverage. For 
example, Characterization of Advanced 
High Strength Steels for Automobiles is a 
technical topic planned as a combined effort 
between the new Steels Committee and the 
Materials Characterization Committee. The 
Characterization Committee will also be 
collaborating with the Energy Committee on 

an energy materials topic in January 2019. 
 “Cross-disciplinary or multi-committee 
topics support the synthesis of ideas from 
many disciplines,” said Mingming Zhang, 
the JOM advisor for the High Strength 
Steels topic. “At the same time, they address 
the individual differences in knowledge 
of our readers and help to include various 
points of view. This provides a more 
complete perspective on a topic.”

Special Topic Highlights
 The March 2018 issue will once again 
emphasize additive manufacturing—an 
approach and focus that has been highly 
successful over the last few years. New 

Manufacturing Committee. Other highlights 
include contributions from the Composite 
Materials Committee, along with  a special 
collection of invited papers from the 2017 
Solid Freeform Fabrication Symposium. 
Collectively, these topics comprise a 
“can’t miss” issue for anyone interested in 
learning about the frontiers of materials in 
additive manufacturing. 
 Also notable for 2018 is the 10th 
anniversary of the release of the 
groundbreaking 2008 National Academies 
report, Integrated Computational Materials 
Engineering (ICME): A Transformational 
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Discipline for Improved Competitiveness 
and National Security. To mark this event, 
the ICME Committee will be hosting a 
special topic in September dedicated to 
papers that consider past successes and 

 Industrial interests will be well 
represented in JOM throughout the year, 
including several topics with a focus on 
sustainability and recycling. In June, for 
example, the Energy Committee presents 
Green Steelmaking Technologies; in 
August, the Aluminum Committee is 
organizing Reducing Al Production Impact: 
GHG Emissions, Energy Reduction and 
Recovery; and in November, the Energy 
Conversion and Storage Committee will 
offer Advancement in Solid Oxide Fuel 
Cell Research.
 For those interested in innovative 
characterization techniques, there is no 
shortage of related topics in the 2018 
editorial calendar. April includes Advanced 
Characterization of Thin Films; July 
will feature Advance Real Time Optical 
Imaging; September presents a special 
topic, 3D Nanoscale Characterization 
of Metals, Minerals, and Materials; 
and October offers Characterization of 
Green Materials, among other publishing 
opportunities.
 With a record number of special topics 

work is almost guaranteed. Be sure to check 
out the online editorial calendar soon on 
jom.tms.org to ensure you don’t miss an 
opportunity to share your work in JOM. 

Publish in JOM
 When you do visit jom.tms.org, you 
will see that the JOM home page has been 
completely redesigned to put all of the 
publishing information that you need at 

now features an editorial calendar that 
presents each topic in depth, in a searchable 
format. With this functionality, authors can 

matches their research areas. Alternatively, 
if they were invited by a colleague, they 
can search for the name of the person 
organizing the topic. If timing is important, 
a search by month is possible. Also new 
in 2018 is the availability of a detailed 
scope for each topic (Figure 2). Prior to 
submission, authors are encouraged to get 

Figure 1. The redesigned JOM home page offers prominent access to the 
new, searchable JOM editorial calendar, as well as helpful publishing tools. 

TMS members can also read JOM online for free, by logging into the website-
and accessing SpringerLink from this page. 

The online JOM editorial calendar now offers detailed scopes for each topic, 
as well as advisor and guest editor information. 

in touch with advisors and guest editors listed for the special topic in which 
they are interested.  
 Details on how to submit a paper, including length requirements, are 
available by clicking on JOM Author Tools. With a 2015 impact factor 
of 1.798, JOM has seen a steady rise in submissions of high-quality 
manuscripts and is seeking contributors who can share discoveries as well 
as shed new light on existing technologies. Of particular interest are review 
papers and those that can discuss the industrial applications for the topic 
area. The deadlines for 2018 submissions are fast approaching, so potential 
authors are encouraged to act quickly for consideration to publish in the 
upcoming year.  

Justin Scott is the TMS Technical Project Leader and JOM 
Principal Editor and can be contacted at jscott@tms.org. Maureen 
Byko is the JOM Editor and can be contacted at mbyko@tms.org. 
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