
As part of the 2013 Best 
Places to Work in Western 
Pennsylvania competition, 
the TMS staff (above) 
participated in an online 
survey that 
measured 
such indicators 
as team 
effectiveness, 
employee 
alignment 
with company 
goals, trust 
in senior 
leaders, and 
feeling valued. 
The results 
rated TMS 
well above 
the national 
average for 
employee 
satisfaction 
and the 
organization 
received a formal 
award (right, held by 
James Robinson, TMS 
Executive Director) for this 
achievement in October. 

new and noteworthy at TMS

 Thirty-six full- and part-time 
employees provide 
staff support to 
the meetings, 
publications, online 
resources, special 
initiatives, awards 
programs, and 

activities enjoyed 
by TMS members. 
And, according 
to the results of a 
recent competition, 
they really like 
doing it.
    In October, TMS 
was honored as one 
of the 2013 Best 

Places to Work in Western Pennsylvania 
by the Pittsburgh Business Times. 
The region encompasses roughly the 
western third of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, with Pittsburgh as its 
metropolitan hub. Only 114 companies 

TMS Ranked One of the Best Places to Work 
in Western Pennsylvania

in the area achieved the designation, 
based on performance measured through 
employee surveys against a national 
metric. 
 Of the 114 selected as “best 
workplaces,” TMS ranked number 34 
overall. TMS was the only professional 
society or association on the list, and 

the cut, TMS ranked third. 
 Said James J. Robinson, TMS 
Executive Director, “Speaking on 
behalf of the staff, we are really quite 
delighted to have our workplace 

to provide the same kind of amenities 
that many commercial enterprises offer. 
So, we try to close the gap by providing 
an encouraging environment that 

and effectiveness in working toward our 
goals on behalf of our members. Having 
a great team of co-workers doesn’t hurt, 
either!”
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 Energy Materials 2014, slated for 
November 4-6 in Xi’an, Shaanxi Province, 
China, is a new collaboration recently 
announced by TMS and the Chinese Society 
for Metals (CSM). The 2014 event is being 
discussed as the beginning of a recurrent 
meeting series between the two societies. 
The TMS Board of Directors has appointed 
Xingbo Liu, Associate Chair of Research in 
Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering at 
West Virginia University, as the lead for the 

named Cynthia K. Belt, energy management 
consultant, and Jeffrey Fergus, Professor, 
Auburn University, to the team.
 “TMS is looking forward  to expanding 
its already great relationship with CSM 
by developing this meeting on a topic 
of such strategic importance to TMS; to 

TMS Joins Forces with CSM to Generate
Energy Materials 2014

the broad minerals, metals, and materials 
communities; and to the world in general 

energy technologies and devise new ones,” 
said James J. Robinson, TMS executive 
director.
 Energy Materials 2014 is currently 
seeking abstracts within the broad topic 
areas of coal-based systems, gas turbine 
systems, nuclear systems, and oil and 
gas production, to include drilling and 
petrochemical systems. Research and 
development focused on increasing 
materials strength and performance for use 
in energy systems, as well as improvements 
in fabrication, production processes, and 
cost control, are of particular interest. 
Abstracts are being accepted until March 1, 
2014 at www.energymaterials2014.com.

Please join us in congratulating the following new TMS 
members, approved by the TMS Board of Directors at its 
October meeting.

CANADA

Bogno, Abdoul-Aziz, University of Alberta

Cerruti, Marta G., McGill University

Mackie, Stephen C., SGS

GERMANY

Schneider, Armin, Carpenter Technologies GmbH

Zhao, Bingbing, Institut für Metallkunde und    
Metallphysik

INDIA

Kulkarni. Madhusudan D., Alstom India Ltd.

SAUDI ARABIA

Hussain, Muhammad M., King Abdullah University   
of Science and Technology

SWEDEN

Sandberg, Nils, Swedish Radiation Safety 
Authority

TMS Welcomes New Members
UNITED STATES

Ambielli, John F., Custom Alloy Corporation

Anderson, Scott, NanoSteel Company

Bassani, John L., University of Pennsylvania

Cai, Wenjun, University of South Florida

Davis, Richard W., DCG PMF  LLC

Dunham, Douglas J., University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire

Dyer, Adam G., OneSubsea

Kim, Injoon

Li, Xiaoxuan, Secat Inc.

Ma, Quancang, Secat, Inc.

Rana, Radhakanta, Colorado School of Mines

Ren, Weiju, Oak Ridge National Laboratory

Sullivan, Jonathan F.

Tew, Logan J., NanoSteel Company

Vialle, Greg D.

Wang, Chuanting, University of Southern  California

Wilson, Jeremy D.

“TMS is looking 

forward  to expanding 

its already great 

relationship with CSM 

by developing this 

meeting on a topic 

of such strategic 

importance to TMS; 

to the broad minerals, 

metals, and materials 

communities; and to 

the world in general 

as we look for ways 

to optimize traditional 

energy technologies 

and devise new 

ones.”
— James J. Robinson, 
TMS executive director
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