
  Notice anything different about 
your JOM this month? Notice (nearly) 

everything different 
about your JOM this 
month? I, as editor 
of this esteemed 
publication, hope so.
     Here’s the reason 
for the dramatic 
change: in 2013 the 
journal’s editorial team 
realized it had been 
a long, long time—
nearly a decade—since 
we’d stepped back 
and taken a critical 
look at JOM, TMS’s 

publication. In the 
world of publications 
best practices, JOM 
was overdue for a 
cover-to-cover review. 
So our team took on 
the challenge, and the 

take some steps to better serve you, our 
reader. Note that our focus was on the 
TMS-centric content in the front of the 
journal. The technical papers, in their 
standard archival format, are already 
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themagazine

printed in a style that is consistent with 
most research publications. That style was 
adopted in 2012.
 In the long-neglected front section, 
though, the type could be dense and a 
strain to read. Heading fonts that were 
all the rage in the 1980s looked dated 
in the 2000s. Images were usually quite 

columns of text.
 More critically, though, as we dug into 
the journal’s ability to meet the needs of 
its readers and of the society, we found 
room for improvement, including: 

Society-themed articles needed to be 
explicitly partitioned from technical 
papers
Within the society section, an 
organization scheme was needed to 
separate key areas of focus that had 
previously been presented as a kind 
of content jumble 

 Once all factors were analyzed, the 
team reached a simple conclusion that 
would guide our redesign: JOM really 
serves as two journals in one, and it has, 
informally, since its launch (I refer you 
to this month’s IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS for 
a bit more on the journal’s background, 
from the publisher himself, James J. 

to formalize that distinction 
and divide JOM into two 
sections: JOM the Magazine 
and JOM the Journal. I 
should mention that this 
dichotomy has vexed 
readers, and occasionally, 
staff, in recent years. The 
technical articles, which 
were sandwiched between 
society articles, are no-frills, 
just-the-facts presentations. 
Society content, meanwhile, 
often invites a more creative 
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1949 1955 1956 design approach. To reduce 
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the incidence of stylistic 
whiplash, JOM the Magazine 
will now collect all society 
content in the front pages 
of the journal, and JOM the 
Journal will follow, with just 
the technical papers.
 The sections are now 
delineated in the Table of 
Contents, most readers’ 

In subsequent pages, the 

with a strip of color along 
each page’s edge that is 
absent in the Journal section. 
In addition, a “JOM the 
Magazine” logo can be found 

page of this article), so there’s 
no doubt why the reader is 
seeing so many photos of 
TMS members and so few 
phase diagrams.
 Other design issues were 
addressed with a new, two- 
column format that opens 
up the pages a bit for easier 
reading, and also allows artwork  
to be presented in any number of sizes. 
Note the evolution of JOM cover design 
on these pages: the newest iteration is 

are presented in a smaller size.  
 There are many other cosmetic 
changes—too numerous to mention—but 

a two-page Table of Contents to 
accommodate the growing number of 
papers published in JOM each year; a 
full-page IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS (allowing 
room for the publisher’s photo); and a full-
page masthead, where we identify all the 
personnel who contribute to each issue, 
including TMS volunteers, and attempt to 
answer commonly asked questions about 
JOM.  
 Next comes the meat of the Magazine 

than ever about TMS, its members, 
and their endeavors both personal and 

about the business of the society, including 
a frequent focus on the members who 
organize TMS’s key activities. And you'll 

The TMS Board of Directors
Volunteer activities and opportunities
The TMS Foundation
Publications and other content 
TMS-sponsored meetings

 Once the issue has covered all the 
news and features for the month, JOM 
the Magazine will transition to JOM the 
Journal. The change will be marked by the 
two pages that form the foundation of all 
technical papers published in the journal: 
the JOM editorial calendar, and a listing 
of the committees involved in developing 
the technical content. At the top of these 
pages will be a logo indicating the reader 
has entered JOM the Journal. After that 
simple, functional introduction will come 
page upon page of coverage of all the 
aspects of minerals, metals, and materials 

diverse membership of TMS. Based on 
the publishing plans of the TMS technical 
committees, 2014 promises to be another 
year of high-quality papers on topics of 
keen interest to the community. 
 That’s one thing that hasn’t changed 
about JOM!
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