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 Speaking of no sense of humor, this issue marks the 25th anniversary of “In the Final 
Analysis.” Happily for readers and my vanity alike, I think that I have managed to avoid 
the irrepressibly drab and awful in stitching these columns together—most of the time, 
anyway. Not coincidentally, this month also marks the 25th anniversary of our name change 
from Journal of Metals to JOM.
of coverage beyond metals alone to include all minerals, metals, and materials interests. 

biomaterials and syntactic foams as well as metals-centric staples like grain boundaries and 
ferrous something somethings. 
 Also in 1989, we rolled out a revamped graphic design and an enhanced editorial structure 

with my photo, I really like what our creative team is implementing. 
JOM 

is really two complementary publications under a single cover. It comprises the journal 
section, where we present important technical papers as assembled by knowledgeable 
volunteers (“advisors”) from the TMS technical committees, and the magazine section, 

JOM’s 

JOM era as well as managing editor, 
editor, and ultimately publisher,
committed people—advisors and guest editors, authors, and staff alike. Throughout that 

JOM from sliding into the classic rut of drabness 
that befalls many technical or technically oriented periodicals. As someone commented 

books . . . JOM
of the serious with the relevant irrelevant has led JOM to be widely recognized as both 
professionally meaningful and personally engaging. Like the essence of TMS itself, JOM is a 
welcoming place for members and the minerals, metals, and materials community.

new JOM

and continued about his business. I realized something at that moment about what makes a 
good publisher: The publisher is not the editor, and on those should-be-rare occasions when 

accepted, ignored, or taken in a different direction, the team will make the right call. 
JOM

 

“Your report here says that you are an extremely dull person. You see, our experts 
describe you as an appallingly dull fellow, unimaginative, timid, lacking in initiative, 
spineless, easily dominated, no sense of humour, tedious company and irrepressibly 
drab and awful.”

—Monty Python’s “Vocational Guidance Counselor”

“If I was a chemist, 

I’d call JOM’s 

editorial mix the 

why-you-cite-us/

why-you-like-

us formula. The 

equation balances.”
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Electron backscatter diffraction 
analysis is applied to an 

shell—in this image from the 
paper “EBSD Study of the 

of the Barnacle Balanus 
amphitrite
et al. The paper is one of 
nearly 20 great reads this 
month on the the theme of 
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