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We thank Pontiroli et al. for their interest in our paper. The
primary goal of our study was to evaluate the safety of bariat-
ric surgery in the elderly (> 60). We found that bariatric sur-
gery in the elderly population is a safe procedure in compar-
ison to the younger one. The higher rate of resolution of
obesity-related comorbidities in the elderly advocates bariatric
surgery for this age group.

The answer to the question of life prolongation post bariat-
ric surgery is not an easy one. Prospective study may be the
best way to answer this question. Recent retrospective publi-
cations have shown that bariatric surgery reduces mortality [1,
2]. They conducted a case-controlled studies based on retro-
spective results.

We agree to the fact that the resolution of obesity-related
comorbidities should be considered the real index of success
of bariatric surgery.

Data AvailabilityData used in the study were obtained from the
Ontario Bariatric Registry (Anvari M., Sharma A., Yusuf S. et
al. 2014). The Registry is managed by the Centre for Surgical
Invention and Innovation, with analysis and data management
provided by the Population Health Research Institute.
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