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Dear editor,
We have read with great interest the article BIs bariatric

surgery effective in reducing comorbidities and drug costs?
A systematic review and meta-analysis,^ by Lopes and col-
leagues [1]. Although this study has compiled a lot of studies
and included a large number of patients, we have some ques-
tions concerning the methodology. The PICO strategy was
used to construct the methodology search for this systematic
review, and the authors followed the PRISMA guidelines to
conduct a literature review. However, we think that if more
synonyms of the keywords had been added to the search strat-
egy, the authors would have found and included more articles
in this literature review therefore increasing the power of the
results they herein present. For example, different terms for
drug cost and pharmacoeconomics were implemented, but the
term Bmedication cost^was not included. If this term had been
added to the strategy search, articles meeting the inclusion
criteria, such as BMedication cost is significantly reduced after
Roux-en-Y Gastric Bypass in obese patients^ and BShort-term
medication cost savings for treating hypertension and diabetes
after gastric bypass^ would have also been included in this

systematic review and meta-analysis [2, 3]. The results of
these two published studies are in line with the other papers
discussed in this systematic review. Therefore, we do not be-
lieve that including these papers would have changed the
overall conclusion of this meta-analysis. However, it would
have given a more comprehensive vision of what has already
been published. Indeed these two studies have included quite
an important number of patients, comparable to that of some
of the studies already present in this meta-analysis. Overall,
we believe that a more exhaustive search strategy could have
yet improved this already extensive paper and strengthen its
impact.

Yours sincerely.
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