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This special issue is dedicated to Dr Eric McKenzie of
Landcare Research, New Zealand, for his immense efforts
to promote and improve mycology. Known as the
“Master” in inner circles, Eric has this knack of doing
things most of us cannot even wish for. His ability to read
manuscripts more than 300 pages long and comment on
them thoughtfully from beginning to end is just amazing.
Even though he works in a research institute and has no
students himself, he has tirelessly co-supervised students,
introducing many excellent protégées into the mycology
world. Eric is an unselfish editor and reviewer of manu-
scripts. He is not strongly opinionated or political, and
thus his reviews of papers are both thorough and fair.

Eric received his PhD in microbiology and botany from the
prestigious Cambridge University, UK, in 1975. Unlike his
life, which has been varied, his career has been in one place.
From 1969 to1992, he was a scientist with the Plant Diseases
Division of the New Zealand Division of Scientific and
Industrial Research (DSIR) Plant Protection, Auckland, where
he was curator of the New Zealand Fungal Herbarium, PDD.
Since 1992, he has worked at Landcare Research, Auckland
(the same place, in a different building with a different name).
He has helped establish a renowned herbarium with excellent
facilities and an adjacent culture collection, and has always

been very helpful to those colleagues who wanted to study the
fungi of New Zealand and collections of other areas in the
South Pacific. He himself has collected various specimens that
are kept in prime condition. Thus many endemic taxa of New
Zealand were discovered by specialists during their work on
world monographs.

Eric is very well travelled and has carried out research in
American Samoa, Cambodia, Cook Islands, the Federated
States of Micronesia, Fiji, French Polynesia, Hong Kong,
India, Indonesia, Laos, Myanmar, Marshall Islands, New
Caledonia, Niue, Palau, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Thailand,
Tonga, Vietnam and Vanuatu. Since 1975, he has been in-
volved in plant disease surveys of 15 Pacific countries, spend-
ing overall approximately three years in the field collecting
specimens. He has identified most of the fungi involved in the
diseases, and has authored eight major publications listing and
describing crop pests from these countries. He was team lead-
er for a major Fiji pest survey of crops with export potential.

Eric recently retired from Landcare Research, but con-
tinues to work on his dream organisms. Much of his role
had involved research on fungi for quarantine purposes, evi-
denced by the expected boost to New Zealand’s export earn-
ings by $1 million annually in the buttercup squash industry,
thanks to a science review released in 2003. The New Zealand
Kabocha Council, which represents New Zealand’s 140 but-
tercup squash growers, and exports about 90,000 tonnes of
product annually, commissioned Landcare Research to review
the naming, biology and distribution of a fungus associated
with squash that was believed to threaten South Korean rice
crops. Eric’s research revealed that the fungus in question was
not a quarantine pest, and was in fact a case of mistaken
identity. This research has enabled the Ministry of
Agriculture and Forestry to prove to the South Koreans that
the concerns were based on the wrong ‘pest’, which brought to
an end a problem that had persisted for several years. He has
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now finalised a book on the Rusts of New Zealand for the
Fungi of New Zealand series.

Eric has been a dear friend to us. His patience in
reading and correcting students’ manuscripts is remark-
able, and without his improvements, many of the papers
of non-native English-speaking students would never
have been published.

Eric has an SCI h-index of 32, 263 publications, with 3953
citations to those publications, and is an established interna-
tional mycologist. He also has many activities outside work,
including travelling, Morris Dancing at the Commonwealth
Games, beer drinking and chocolate cake. Thanks, Eric, for
all your hard work and training of students and for being a
fabulous friend!
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