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Urine‑based molecular diagnosis of Zika virus
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for diagnosis using urine sample. The good example is the 
recent report on new immunodiagnostic tool by Acharya 
et al. [2].
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Editor,

The recent report on “urine-based molecular diagnosis of 
Zika virus” is very interesting [1]. Lamb et al. [1] recom-
mended that “urine and serum collection for molecular 
testing be a standard part of evaluating patients for ZIKV 
infection, and that urine is a good alternative testing sample 
when blood collection is problematic.” It is no doubt that 
the urine diagnostic tool is useful for diagnosis of infec-
tious disease. However, the reliability and accuracy of the 
test is usually the concern in laboratory medicine. For Zika 
virus infection, detection of virus in urine is possible but 
the secretion of virus in urine does not occur in all phases 
of infection. In addition, using molecular diagnosis might 
be an expensive test for many settings where the outbreaks 
of disease occur (which is usually the developing coun-
tries). In fact, there are also other alternative techniques 

This comment refers to the article available at 
doi:10.1007/s11255-016-1406-9.
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