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                    Abstract
In this paper, we measure the number of years that men and women have been expected to spend in the labour market at age 16 and at age 50 during the period 1986–2016. The objective is twofold. First, we show the change in active years during these three decades, and calculate the gender gap in the time spent in different work statutes (active/inactive, employed/unemployed). Second, we examine the increased prevalence of precarious employment conditions over time. Precarious work is measured through a multidimensional indicator using the Spanish Labour Force Survey. We combined this dataset with registered population data to calculate life expectancy in the labour market, and found that the gender gap in employment has largely reduced due to women’s increased activity. Women have gained 13.6 years of employment during the period considered here, while men lost almost 5 years. In addition, precarious forms of working lives have been growing extensively, and have especially affected younger cohorts, drawing a clear trend towards a dual labour market. In addition, women have spent more time in precarious employment than men at all ages, indicating that most of the growth in females’ employment has been under precarious job conditions.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            Fig. 1Source: LFS-INE 1986–2016



Fig. 2Source: SLFS, 2nd Quarters and INE 1986–2016



Fig. 3Source: SLFS, 2nd Quarters and INE 1986–2016



Fig. 4Source: SLFS, 2nd Quarters and INE 1986–2016




                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Flexible Working, Work–Life Balance, and Gender Equality: Introduction
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         26 November 2018
                                    

                                

                                Heejung Chung & Tanja van der Lippe

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    

                                
                                
                                    
                                        The gender pay gap in the USA: a matching study
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         05 September 2019
                                    

                                

                                Katie Meara, Francesco Pastore & Allan Webster

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Recent Dynamics of Women Labour Force Participation in India
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         01 March 2024
                                    

                                

                                Sadhan Kumar Chattopadhyay, Siddhartha Nath & Sreerupa Sengupta

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    Notes
	Second quarter were selected because they tend to be less affected by seasoning employment. In addition, past studies have followed this strategy, and it allowed us the comparison of results. For example, Stanek and Requena (2018).


	The loss of 9543 cases is mainly due to the exclusion of those who reported being in the military service during the week of the interview. Compulsory military service was abolished in 2001. These cases are distributed across the years in the following way: during the period 1986–1989, the percentage was 30.6 out of the 100% cases that were in military services throughout the whole period studied, then turned to 59.2 during the 90s, and finally in 2000 the percentage was 0.8. The reason to exclude these cases lie in the fact that respondents were not later asked about employment conditions.


	We assigned 0.5 to these cases, rather than 0, because part-time jobs imply lower wages than full-time.


	We also tested the reliability of the indicator using Cronbach’s alpha. We performed it for every year, and it was steady around 0.6.


	The early 1990s recession affecting much of the Western world hit Spain in 1993. Unemployment went down from 16 to 24%. In 1995, signs of recovering were recorded and by 1997 the economy started to grow again.
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