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                    Abstract
Research on the link between health and political behavior has flourished, yet there have been no analyses regarding the political consequences of health inequalities. Using data from the 2012 CCES, we find that health is associated with representation. Healthy individuals are better represented compared to unhealthy citizens; this positive association is particularly true for individuals in the top third income group and when citizens are represented by Republicans. We explore two mechanisms that may account for this association. The participatory mechanism suggests that healthy individuals are better represented due to differences in political participation while the preferential mechanism suggests that differences are due to shifts in policy preferences. Overall, we find little evidence that either mechanism fully accounts for the association between health and representation. While the results clearly suggest that political clout is not just about income, but also health, scholars are encouraged to further explain this association.
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                    Notes
	Scholars have also looked at whether descriptive representation leads to substantive representation for minorities (Rocha and Wrinkle 2011; Preuhs 2006) or women (Osborn 2012). Even still, research in the past decade has focused on the political consequences of income inequality much more so than other forms of inequality.


	We stress that this hypothesis is difficult for us to test empirically due to the cross-sectional research design. We hope that looking at how changing health is related to shifts in policy preferences is a focus of future research.


	Replication files for the analyses reported here and in the appendix are available on the journal’s Harvard Dataverse webpage (https://doi.org/10.7910/DVN/8WCOCN).


	Congress voted twice during the time period to repeal the ACA, thus respondents had six instances in which their policy preferences are voted on by MCs. Results do not change if we exclude the roll call votes for the second repeal of the ACA.


	To identify conflict congressional districts, we aggregated policy preferences for each of the five pieces of legislation for the high health group and the low health group. We recoded the aggregated preferences to a 0–1 scale where values below 0.5 indicate opposition to the bill and above 0.5 indicate support for the bill. Conflict districts are then defined as those where the high health group disagreed with the low health group (e.g., one group was 0 and the other was a 1) for at least one of the policies voted on by the 112th Congress. Limiting analyses to conflict districts yields a sample of 46,603 respondents across 370 congressional districts. Inferences are nearly identical when we restrict the analyses to districts where the high health group disagrees with the low health group for at least two of the policies voted on by the 112th Congress or when we include all districts in the analyses.


	This is similar to the three income categories created by Bartels (2008). Using the 1988, 1990, and 1992 Senate National Election Survey (SNES), Bartels (2008) divides respondents into three income groups: a low-income group with family incomes below $20,000 ($30,000 in 2006 dollars), a middle-income group with family incomes ranging from $20,000 to $40,000, and a high-income group with family incomes above $40,000 ($60,000 in 2006). He notes that these thresholds are chosen to make income groups similar in size.


	MC ethnicity and race were obtained from the House of Representatives History, Art, and Archives website (http://history.house.gov/People/Search/). Gender and freshman status were included with the CCES datafile.


	It is possible that the health variable is reflecting differences in wealth that are not captured by the income variable. We explored this possibility in the online Appendix by re-estimating the models while controlling for wealth. We measure wealth as either homeownership or the average home value in the respondent’s county. Although the findings (reported in Tables A5 and A6) are not ironclad, the results show that the effects reported in the paper are generally robust to the inclusion of a measure of wealth.


	Analyses that examine individual pieces of legislation show that health-related disparities in representation are greatest for health-related legislation. Specifically, we find statistically significant and positive effects of health for the Ryan Budget Bill and the repeal of the Affordable Care Act and positive but not statistically significant effects of health for the US-Korea Free Trade Agreement and the Keystone Pipeline.


	We also estimate the models using an interaction term between health and income as well as health and MC partisanship, respectively for Tables 3 and 4. The interaction between the high health group and high income group is nearly significant (β = 2.05, p value = 0.12 with a two tailed test). The interaction between the high health group and MC partisanship is statistically significant (β = − 7.14, p value = 0.00 with a two tailed test).
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