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                    Abstract
Drawing on Donald Capps’ discussion in Men
                        and
                        Their
                        Religion (2000) on the development of the melancholy self in early childhood and the emergence of three religious impulses as a consequence of its development (the religions of honor, hope, and humor), this article focuses on the early childhood experience of Richard Pryor and the role that the religion of humor plays in helping him cope with these experiences. Particular attention is given to his grandmother’s paradoxical role in his life and his identification of her as his spiritual mother.
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                    Notes
	Marie Rose Napierkowski (1998) points out that although “Chekhov intended the play to be a comedy, when it was first produced by the Moscow Art Theater on January 17, 1904, producer Konstantin Stanislavsky insisted it should be played as a tragedy. Chekhov fought against this portrayal, but to this day, most productions emphasize the tragic elements of the piece…. The action is quiet in this tragicomedy. Chekhov’s family had lost its home in repossession in 1876, and this may have been an inspiration for the story”.


	Levine explains his use of “neutralize” by citing the work of Gresham Sykes and David Matza (1957). He writes, “In their work on the ‘techniques of neutralization’ Sykes and Matza have demonstrated that deviation from certain norms may occur not because they are rejected but because a given situation may accord precedence to other norms.” As Matza (1964) points out, “Norms may be violated without surrendering allegiance to them. The directives to action implicit in norms may be avoided intermittently rather than frontally assaulted. They may be evaded rather than radically rejected…. Most if not all norms in society are conditional. Rarely, if ever, are they categorically imperative.” Levine concludes that “it was possible for slaves to rationalize their need to lie, cheat, and steal without holding these actions up as models to be followed in all instances, without creating, that is, a counter-morality.” Furthermore, “the evidence indicates that the slaves’ strong convictions regarding the injustice they suffered at the hands of whites, who themselves were guilty of hypocrisy and gross immorality, were sufficient to allow them to relax or neutralize their normal standards and mores in certain situations” (pp. 123–124).


	For example, William Saunders Crowdy (1847–1908), a former slave and a cook on the Santa Fe Railroad, claimed that God had chosen him to lead African-Americans back to their historic religion and identity. He formed the Church of Gods and Saints of Christ in Lawrence, Kansas, on November 5, 1896. Under his leadership, the Church of Gods and Saints grew into a highly syncretic African-American Judaic-Christian sect with branches in several American cities and overseas. He argued that blacks are descendants of the ten tribes of Israel, whereas Caucasian Jews resulted from miscegenation with whites. His seven “keys” also emphasized repentance of sin, baptism by immersion, commemoration of the Last Supper, foot washing, observance of the Ten Commandments, the holy kiss, and prayer (Glazier 2001, p. 97).


	A genre of black humor that illustrates Levine’s concept of the neutralization process are jokes in which black defendants respond with shrewd and clever answers to white judges’ questionings relating to the charge of chicken stealing (Lupton 1938, pp. 298, 403–404, 435–436).


	In his speech, Where
                              Do
                              We
                              Go
                              from
                              Here, [Martin Luther] King states, “A nation that will keep people in slavery for 244 years will ‘thingify’ them—make them things. Therefore they will exploit them and poor people generally, economically” (Washington 1986, p. 251).


	Capps (2002) discusses the role that Freud and his associates ascribed to grandparental figures in the development of the small child (pp. 89–96). They especially emphasized the role of the grandfather, and noted how the grandfather, due to the fact that that he is much older than the father and not ordinarily in daily contact with the boy (but visits from time to time), may be a model for the boy’s image of God. In his article, on “the reversal of generations” phenomenon Capps (2006) notes that the grandmother may be the primary spiritual force in a boy’s early development, and cites the case of John Henry Newman, who, as an adult, made an association between his grandmother’s spiritual influence and his attraction to the Church of Rome. He cites Erik H. Erikson’s (1958) observation that “father religions have mother churches” (p. 263).
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