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With this issue we present our new look. Our impact

factor is *2.3 and the number of submissions con-

tinues to rise. We are not limited as to the number of

papers we can publish each year, just by the number

that meet the standards of our Editors. If our Editors

feel that a submitted manuscript does not fit our

journal, we are now able to transfer it quickly to

another Springer Journal that might be a better fit.

The Journal of Materials Science will continue its

policy of not limiting the number of pages that a

paper can contain and will not relegate the experi-

mental details to a section on supplementary data.

We know that the experimental details are essential

information for those who are applying the scientific

method—testing an interesting result by repeating

the experiment! Our preference is that authors should

have separate sections for Results and Discussion.

The reasoning is simple: your results should be

right—they are your measurements and recorded

observations, but your discussion might be wrong.

However, as you will notice by glancing through any

issue, we do not insist on the separation.

Review papers are welcome. Some will take no

longer than a regular article to go through the system.

Others may take a little longer while the authors and

the Editor work to optimize the presentation. Occa-

sionally we are able to offer a short period of free

access to review papers.

The Cahn Prize is now in its 5th year; the 12

monthly finalists are made freely accessible to the

community for a year after publication. The Prize

itself consists of a plaque, a check for $5000 and an

extended period of free access. All of the authors of

finalist papers are invited to the Cahn Prize dinner on

the Thursday after Thanksgiving. Although you will

probably need no reminding, the Prize is named in

honor of our late colleague, Professor Robert Wolf-

gang Cahn, the founding Editor of the Journal of

Materials Science, a leading advocate for the field of

Materials Science & Engineering in the UK and

elsewhere, and the author of ‘The Art of Belonging’

(Book Guild Publishing, UK, 2005) and the ‘Concise

Encyclopedia of Materials Characterization’ (Perga-

mon, UK, 1992) amongst others.
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The first volume of the Journal of Materials Science

that Robert edited contained 52 articles in 415 pages,

including articles by A. Keller (J Mater Sci (1966) 1(1)

41–51), R.A. Huggins (J Mater Sci (1966) 1(2)

117–126), C.N.R. Rao (J Mater Sci (1966) 1(3) 238–248)

and Rustum Roy (J Mater Sci (1966) 1(4) 336–345).

The first 4 months (8 issues) of 2016 have already

seen 385 articles in 4168 pages—the journal has

grown into a leading publication in our field.

Classic papers by B. Lawn and R. Wilshaw on

‘Indentation Fracture—Principles and Applications’

(J Mater Sci (1975) 10(6) 1049–1081) and K.H. Jack on

‘SiAlONs and Related Nitrogen Ceramics’ (J Mater

Sci (1976) 11(6) 1135–1158) are cited every year with

each now having more than 800 citations. These two

standard references are about to be overtaken by the

‘new’ paper of R.W. Pekala (J Mater Sci (1989) 24(9)

3221–3227) entitled ‘Organic Aerogels from the

Polycondensation of Resorcinol with Formaldehyde’

which has been cited more than 70 times each year

since 2011. Incidentally, this paper was first cited in

1990 (twice) but not in 1991! It was cited 15 times in

1998 and 22 times in 2000 when its value started to be

appreciated—10 years after publication! These three

highly cited papers exemplify the strength of the

Journal and confirm Robert Cahn’s vision—the field

of Materials Science is diverse; the Journal of Mate-

rials Science accepts papers on all aspects of the field

and we emphasize that the Journal of Materials Sci-

ence is an archival journal. It is published by one of

the most highly regarded publishers, Springer Nat-

ure, and ensures that your work will be available for

well beyond the foreseeable future. Welcome to the

new look of the Journal of Materials Science—if you

think a Figure in your next paper might be worthy of

the front cover, please do let me know.
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