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In 2011, we published the proceedings of Butterfly Con-

servation’s Sixth International Symposium ‘2010 and be-

yond for Lepidoptera’ (volume 15:1–365). That meeting

attempted to assess whether the Convention on Biological

Diversity’s aspiration to significantly reduce the rate of

biodiversity loss in the Lepidoptera had been achieved.

Sadly the conclusion was that it had not. Nevertheless, the

papers in that Special Edition were not uniformly con-

cerned with doom and gloom and many reported important

insights into species’ ecology and approaches which could

lead to improvements in the future.

Now, 4 years on, we publish the written contributions to

the Seventh Symposium held in April 2014. The Sympo-

sium title was deliberately less focussed than that held in

2010 to attempt to capture a broad snapshot of work on

Lepidoptera from around the world—in that it was suc-

cessful, with over 80 presentations from 28 countries. The

Journal is proud to present 20 written papers from that

intense and exhilarating 3-day long meeting. Nineteen

papers are presented in this edition, one has already been

published (Maes et al. 2014).

Inevitably the preoccupation of many authors was with

the ongoing impacts of climate change and how to over-

come them. Parmesan et al. (2015) examined elevational

range and hostplant shifts in the quino checkerspot Eu-

phydryas editha quino whilst Wilson et al. (2015) exam-

ined turnover, habitat quality and microclimate changes at

a contracting range margin of the Apollo Parnassius apollo

in the Sierra de Guadarrama mountains of Spain. Indeed,

microclimate was something of a theme: Curtis and Isaac

(2015) examined the impact of microclimate heterogeneity

on the Glanville fritillary Melitaea cinxia, Hindle et al.

(2015) scrutinised the value of topographical variation to

the marbled white butterfly Melanargia galathea, whilst

Suggitt et al. (2015) studied the influence of microclimate

in buffering the effects of climate change and contributing

to landscape-scale persistence of butterflies and moths.

Dispersal studies were also evident ranging from an

investigation of threats to the scarce copper (Lycaena vir-

gaureae) from development in Sweden (Haaland 2015) and

the impact of altitude (Cassacci et al. 2015). Several papers

were concerned with population trends (Swengel and

Swengel 2015a, b; Curtis et al. 2015) including monitoring

approaches (Roy et al. 2015) or conservation at very dif-

ferent spatial scales such as South Africa (Edge and

Mecenero 2015) and the vineyards of Washington State in

the USA (James et al. 2015). Autecological studies are

always welcome; Edge and Bazin (2015) contributed an in-

depth study of the Knysna skolly Thestor brachycerus

brachycerus, Čelik et al. (2015) a paper on the habitat

quality determinants for the false ringlet Coenonympha

Oedipus, whilst Tjørnløv et al. (2015) focussed on
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oviposition site selection in the marsh fritillary Euphydryas

aurinia.

Maes et al. (2014) highlights the value of a neglected

biotope, the ecotone, and examines the requirements of an

ecotonal species, the ilex hairstreak Satyrium ilicis, con-

cluding that a resource-based approach is most appropriate

for this butterfly. Klop et al. (2015) reminds us that the

impact of nitrogen deposition on larval habitats is not

simple and examines the resulting impact of microclimate

modification on the wall butterfly Lassiommata megera.

Botham et al. (2015) continue the exploration of agroeco-

logical impacts on Lepidoptera assessing the effects of area

and habitat diversity on specialist and generalist species.

Whilst professional ecologists and conservationists write

most of the academic papers on population trends of

Lepidoptera, much of the monitoring data they use is col-

lected by amateurs and enthusiasts in what is now termed,

appropriately, ‘Citizen Science’ programmes. Jue and

Daniels (2015) describe how a database of at-risk butter-

flies was built-up using just such an approach in Florida.

We hope you enjoy the collection of papers from the

Seventh Symposium and anticipate, as eagerly as we do,

the Eighth, to be held in Butterfly Conservation’s 50th

year, 2018!
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