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Domestic violence and governmental domestic violence policies impact many families and produce considerable economic costs. This paper reviews literature related to domestic violence including false claims of domestic violence. Domestic violence literature is considered in relation to economic literature on norm theory and the procedural justice concept. Norm theory provides a basis to understand and evaluate domestic violence policies and offer suggestions regarding those policies. Current norms may encourage overly aggressive governmental response to claims of domestic violence, provide an incentive to file false claims in some cases, and provide little if any penalty for filing false claims.



                    
    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                     to check access.
                                

                            

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Access this article

                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    Log in via an institution
                                                    
                                                        
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        
                                    
                                    
                                        
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                    

                                    
                                        Institutional subscriptions
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                    

                                

                            
                        

                        
                            
                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Australian Perspectives on Domestic Violence
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Chapter
                                        
                                         © 2017
                                    

                                

                                
                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Violence or Nonviolence? A Comparison of Costs and Effectiveness
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Chapter
                                        
                                         © 2019
                                    

                                

                                
                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        What is crime? A search for an answer encompassing civilisational legitimacy and social harm
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         25 January 2019
                                    

                                

                                Aleš Bučar Ručman

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                            
                        
                    

                    

                    

                    References
	Akerloff, G. (1980). A theory of social custom, of which unemployment may be one consequence. Quarterly Journal of Economics,
                           94, 749–775.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Allen, B. D., Nunley, J. M., & Seals, A. (2010). The effect of joint-child-custody legislation on the child-support receipt of single mothers. Journal of Family and Economic Issues. doi: 10.1007/s10834-010-9193-4.

	Bala, N., & Schuman, J. (2000). Allegations of sexual abuse when parents have separated. Canadian Family Law Quarterly,
                           17, 191–241.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Bryan, J. H. (2008a, October 30). Tired of domestic violence petitions. West Virginia Criminal Law Blog: A West Virginia Lawyer’s View of Things. Retrieved 17 May 2010, from http://wvcriminaldefenseattorney.wordpress.com/2008/10/30/tired-of-domestic-violence-petitions/.

	Bryan, J. H. (2008b, November). Domestic violence petitions in WV - Part II. West Virginia Criminal Law Blog: A West Virginia Lawyer’s View of Things. Retrieved 17 May 2010, from http://wvcriminaldefenseattorney.wordpress.com/2008/11/.

	Coleman, J. S. (1990). Foundations of Social Theory. Cambridge: Harvard University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Congleton, R. D. (1991). Ideological conviction and persuasion in the rent-seeking society. Journal of Public Economics,
                           44, 65–86.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Dietz, J., Robinson, S. L., Folger, R., Baron, R. A., & Schulz, M. (2003). The impact of community violence and an organization’s procedural justice climate on workplace Aggression. Academy of Management Journal,
                           46, 317–326.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ellickson, R. C. (2001). The market for social norms. American Law & Economics Review,
                           3, 1–49.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Epstein, D. (2002). Procedural justice: Tempering the state’s response to domestic violence. William & Mary Law Review,
                           43, 1843–1905.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Fisher, J., Frederickson, J., & Peffer, S. (2002). The effect of information asymmetry on negotiated budgets: An empirical investigation. Accounting, Organizations and Society,
                           27, 27–43.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Foster, R. P. (2007a, October 1). Cabell county petitions for protective orders: Evaluation. Retrieved 17 May 2010, from http://www.madmenunitedwv.org/Domestic%20Violence%20Case%20Statistics%20-%20WV%202006%20Cabell%20County%20EPO%20Dispositions.pdf.

	Foster, R. P. (2007b, September 28). Statistical analysis: WV police crime statistics and court caseloads including domestic violence. Retrieved 17 May 2010, from http://www.madmenunitedwv.org/Police%20Crime%20-%20WV%20Statistical%20-%20Analysis-%20Men%20Women%20Against%Discrimination.pdf.

	Foster, B. P. (2008). Analyzing the cost and effectiveness of governmental policies. Cost Management,
                           22, 5–15.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Garasky, S., & Stewart, S. D. (2007). Evidence of the effectiveness of child support and visitation: examining food insecurity among children with nonresident fathers. Journal of Family and Economic Issues,
                           28, 105–121.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Gardner, R. (1992). True and false accusations of child sex abuse. Cresskill: Creative Therapeutics.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Garoupa, N. (2003). Crime and social norms. Portuguese Economic Journal,
                           2, 131–144.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Glaberson, W. (1998, November 17). In truth, even those little lies are prosecuted once in a while. New York Times, p. A1.

	Greenberg, L., & Barling, J. (1999). Predicting employee aggression against coworkers, subordinates and supervisors: The roles of person behaviors and perceived workplace factors. Journal of Organizational Behavior,
                           20, 897–913.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Gruber, A. (2007). The feminist war on crime. Iowa Law Review,
                           92, 741–832.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Guerra-Pujol, F. E. (2006). An empirical analysis of the social costs of domestic violence legislation in Puerto Rico. Retrieved 17 May 2010, from http://ssrn.com/abstract=915929.

	Hernandez, D. C., & Ziol-Guest, K. M. (2009). Income volatility and family structure patterns: association with stability and change in food stamp program participation. Journal of Family and Economic Issues,
                           30, 357–371.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hofferth, S. L., Forry, N. D., & Peters, H. E. (2010). Child support, father-child contact, and preteens’ involvement with nonresidential fathers: Racial/ethnic differences. Journal of Family and Economic Issues,
                           31, 14–32.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Iyengar, R. (2009). Does the certainty of arrest reduce domestic violence? Evidence from mandatory and recommended arrest laws. Journal of Public Economics,
                           93, 85–98.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Jackson, S., & Fondacaro, M. (1999). Procedural justice in resolving family conflict: Implications for youth violence prevention. Law & Policy,
                           21, 101–127.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kolstad, I. (2007). The evolution of social norms: With managerial implications. Journal of Socio-Economics,
                           36, 58–72.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Krueger, A. O. (1974). The political economy of the rent-seeking society. American Economic Review,
                           64, 291–303.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kübler, D. (2001). On the regulation of social norms. Journal of Law Economics & Organization,
                           17, 449–476.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kuennen, T. L. (2007a). Analyzing the impact of coercion on domestic violence victims: How much is too much? Berkeley Journal of Gender, Law & Justice,
                           22, 2–26.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kuennen, T. L. (2007b). ‘No drop’ civil protection orders: Exploring the bounds of judicial intervention in the lives of domestic violence victims. UCLA Women’s Law Journal,
                           16, 39–95.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lau, C. M., & Lim, E. W. (2002). The intervening effects of participation on the relationship between procedural justice and managerial performance. The British Accounting Review,
                           34, 55–78.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lerner, S. A. (2007). Sword or shield? Combating of-protection abuse in divorce. Illinois Bar Journal,
                           95, 590–595.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lind, E. A., & Tyler, T. R. (1988). The Social Psychology of Procedural Justice. New York: Plenum Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Marshall, W. N., Jr., & Locke, C. (1997). Statewide survey of physician attitudes to controversies about child abuse. Child Abuse and Neglect,
                           21, 171–179.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Mauldin, T. A., & Mimura, Y. (2007). Marrying, unmarrying, and poverty dynamics among mothers with children living at home. Journal of Family and Economic Issues,
                           28, 566–582.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	McAdams, R. H. (1995). Cooperation and conflict: The economics of group status production and race discrimination. Harvard Law Review,
                           108, 1003–1084.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	McAdams, R. H. (1997). The origin, development, and regulation of norms. Michigan Law Review,
                           96, 338–433.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Oates, R. K., Jones, D. P. H., Denson, D., Sirotnak, A., Gary, N., & Krugman, R. (2000). Erroneous concerns about child sexual abuse. Child Abuse and Neglect,
                           24, 149–157.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Paved with Good Intentions: Mandatory Arrest and Decreasing the Threshold for Assault. (2000). Dorchen Leidholdt, Moderator, Fordham Urban Law Journal, 27, 568–815.

	Posner, R. A. (1997). Social Norms and the Law: An Economic Approach. The American Economic Review,
                           87, 365–369.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	RADAR. (2008). Why have domestic violence programs failed to stop partner abuse? Retrieved 17 May 2010, from http://www.mediaradar.org/docs/RADARreport-Why-DV-Programs-Fail-to-Stop-Abuse.pdf.

	Radford, L., & Gill, A. (2006). Losing the plot? Researching community safety partnership work against domestic violence. The Howard Journal of Criminal Justice,
                           45, 369–387.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Schramm, D. G. (2006). Individual and social costs of divorce in Utah. Journal of Family and Economic Issues,
                           27, 133–151.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Shafley, P. (2007, November 28). Feminist abuse of domestic violence laws. Retrieved 17 May 2010, from http://www.eagleforum.org/column/2007/nov07/07-11-28.html.

	Simmons, L. A., Dolan, E. M., & Braun, B. (2007). Rhetoric and reality of economic self-sufficiency among rural, low-income mothers: A longitudinal study. Journal of Family and Economic Issues,
                           28, 489–505.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Skarlicki, D. P., & Folger, R. (1997). Retaliation in the workplace: The roles of distributive, procedural, and interactional justice. Journal of Applied Psychology,
                           82, 434–443.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Spell, C. S., & Arnold, T. (2007). An appraisal perspective of justice, structure, and job control as antecedent of psychological distress. Journal of Organizational Behavior,
                           28, 729–751.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Staley, A. B., Dastoor, B., Magner, N. R., & Stolp, C. (2003). The contribution of organizational justice in budget decision-making to federal managers’ organizational commitment. Journal of Public Budgeting, Accounting & Financial Management,
                           15, 505–524.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Sunstein, C. R. (1996). Social norms and social rules. Columbia Law Review,
                           96, 903–968.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Thibaut, J., & Walker, L. (1975). Procedural justice: A psychological analysis. Hillsdale: L. Erlbaum Associates.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Tullock, G. (1967). The welfare costs of tariffs, monopolies, and theft. Western Economic Journal,
                           5, 224–232.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Tullock, G. (1971). The costs of transfers. Kyklos,
                           4, 629–643.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	United States Department of Justice, Office on Violence against Women. (2010). Retrieved 24 May 2010, from http://www.ovw.usdoj.gov/ovw-fs.htm#fs-grant-programs. 

	West Virginia State Police. (2007). Retrieved 20 July 2007, from http://www.wvstatepolice.com/ucr/ucr.htm.

	Wexler, R. (1990). Wounded innocents: The real victims of the war against child abuse. Buffalo: Prometheus Books.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	WVCADV. (2006). Fiscal Year 2005-06 Data Summary. Retrieved July 27, 2007, from http://www.wvcadv.org/.


Download references




Acknowledgments
I thank participants at an October 2007 University of Louisville College of Business Diversity Forum and the 2008 annual meeting of the American Accounting Association for their comments. This manuscript was also greatly improved by suggestions of the editor and two anonymous reviewers. This research was sponsored in part by a University of Louisville College of Business Summer Research grant.


Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	School of Accountancy, College of Business, University of Louisville, Louisville, KY, 40292, USA
Benjamin P. Foster


Authors	Benjamin P. FosterView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Benjamin P. Foster.


Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Foster, B.P. Norms and Costs of Government Domestic Violence Policies: A Critical Review.
                    J Fam Econ Iss 32, 140–151 (2011). https://doi.org/10.1007/s10834-010-9211-6
Download citation
	Published: 23 June 2010

	Issue Date: March 2011

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/s10834-010-9211-6


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        


Keywords
	Domestic violence
	False claims
	Government policy and spending
	Norm theory








                    
                

            

            
                
                    

                    
                        
                            
    

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    


                    
                        
                            
                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        Access this article


                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Log in via an institution
                                                        
                                                            
                                                        
                                                    
                                                

                                            
                                        

                                        
                                            
 
 
  
   
    
     
     
      Buy article PDF USD 39.95
     

    

    Price excludes VAT (USA)

     Tax calculation will be finalised during checkout.

    Instant access to the full article PDF.

   

  

  
 

 
  
   
    Rent this article via DeepDyve
     
      
     

   

  

  
 


                                        

                                        
                                            Institutional subscriptions
                                                
                                                    
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                                
    
        Advertisement

        
        

    






                            

                            

                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
    
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					44.203.176.234
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	






    