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The first issue of 2018 in the Springer journal Environment 
Systems & Decisions is special in several ways. First, we 
begin with a special collection of papers on the topic of food 
security. These papers present novel approaches for under-
standing and overcoming the challenges of food security in 
nations of Africa using participatory modeling approaches. 
An editorial by the special guest editors of the issue follows 
which provides motivation for the papers and introduces 
them in greater detail.

Second, this issue presents several response articles to 
the article by Scholz (2017) providing a thorough overview 
of Brunswik’s theory of probabilistic functionalism. This 
theory is relevant to the themes and scope of Environment 
Systems & Decisions. Brusnwik explored questions of how 
organisms base their decisions on relevant environmental 
factors, and helped to motivate research in environmental 
psychology and coupled human–environmental systems. 
The original article by Scholz (2017) received ten rigorous 
peer reviews, resulting in fifty pages of responses. These 
reviews were developed into short response articles, with a 
total of eight responses from researchers across diverse topic 
areas, discussing the details and implications of Brunswik’s 
theory from multiple perspectives (Mumpower 2018; Hof-
frage 2018; Susskind 2018; Wilson 2018; Dedeurwaerdere 
2018; Mieg 2018; Yarime 2018; Steiner 2018). Following 
these short articles, Scholz has provided a response to each 
of the articles (Scholz 2018). The discourse makes a bridge 
among researchers from (a) judgment and decision mak-
ing, (b) planning sciences, (c) environmental and sustain-
ability science, and contributes to the theoretical framework 

for decision making under uncertainty and complexity. The 
Editorial Board would like to thank all of the participants 
for contributing to this scholarly conversation.

Lastly, this issue includes two articles on the topic of 
resilience, which the Editorial Board has chosen as a year-
long theme for the journal. We will be publishing resilience-
themed articles throughout 2018, and readers are encouraged 
to submit research contributing to the theory and practice 
of resilience. In the first paper on resilience, Keenan (2018) 
models the feasibility of state-run resilience trust funds, 
designed to support climate change adaptation and resilience 
investment efforts. This paper highlights the important con-
nection between resilience and finance. Second, Klammler 
et al. (2018) describe a modeling approach for quantifying 
the resilience of coupled technological systems. The authors 
define and characterize two metrics under a regime of sto-
chastic disruptions: critical service deficit and adaptive 
capacity.

Upcoming issues in 2018 will feature articles on risk 
assessment and governance of emerging technologies (e.g., 
nanotechnology, synthetic biology), and general submis-
sions along a wide range of subjects related to the scope of 
Environment Systems & Decisions. Manuscript authors are 
invited to submit traditional research articles, review papers, 
and perspectives articles for consideration.
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