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The Editorial Board is pleased to present the latest issue of

Environment Systems and Decisions. This issue marks the

journal’s third full year in press. This issue highlights

research that crosscuts subject-matter domains, suggesting

the diverse applications of decision analysis, risk analysis,

and systems modeling.

The issue begins with a literature review on the topic of

sustainability and specifically the relative frequency in

which specific sustainability frameworks are implemented

(Markolf et al. 2015). In an application of decision analy-

sis, Pagsuyoin et al. (2015) describe a case study of a multi-

attribute decision model for prioritizing point-of-use water

treatment technologies for a community in Philippines.

Shittu et al. (2015) develop an economic model that

characterizes how competitive pressures and environmental

regulations influence the investments of firms in energy

technologies. Campbell-Arvai and Arvai (2015) describe a

set of experiments that investigate how various asymmetric

interventions can affect individual-level decision making

and result in behavior that has positive environmental

benefits. In an effort to make a business case for the

recycling of biodegradable municipal solid waste, Fehr and

Arantes (2015) present an analysis of the costs and benefits

of recycling wastes from restaurants, shopping centers, and

merchants in a Brazilian city. Nguyen et al. (2015) use

expert interviews and causal mapping to illustrate how

small and medium enterprises in Vietnam can enhance

their adaptive capacity to changing environmental condi-

tions. Kepner et al. (2015) build a percolation-based model

for determining the optimal number of rules to create an

organizational decision-making climate that minimizes the

risks posed by insider threats. In the domain of environ-

mental management, Foran et al. (2015) develop a model to

assess the potential cumulative effects of anthropogenic

activities based on vulnerability of aquatic resources based

on water quality, water quantity, and habitat value metrics.

Finally, Jovanovic et al. (2015) present a dynamic systems

model in an attempt to forecast the market adoption of

aviation biofuels.

Collectively, the papers describe how integrated envi-

ronmental, economic, and social analyses are applicable to

pressing social and technical problems. For example, sev-

eral papers utilize systems-modeling techniques to gain

insights into how environmental pressures and economic

forces can be optimized in harmony. Other papers focus on

how decision making can be used to make more sustain-

ability-focused choices. This integrated, systems-oriented

focus is characteristic of the Springer journal Environment

Systems & Decisions. Readers can look forward to ESD

special issues on ‘‘Decision Analytics in Economic and

Financial Systems’’ and ‘‘Risk Around the World’’ in the

coming year.
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