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As Honorary Secretary of the British Society for
Cardiovascular Research (BSCR), I am delighted to introduce
our first special issue of Cardiovascular Drugs and Therapy
focussed on proceedings of the BSCRAutumnmeeting which
was held at the University of Sheffield in September 2018.

The society was first established in 1973 and now comprises
> 450 members from both basic and clinical science back-
grounds with broad interests in cardiac and vascular research
[1]. Its aim is to provide a forum to promote understanding of
the cardiovascular system from both a biomedical and healthcare
perspective towards improved diagnosis, prevention and treat-
ment of cardiovascular disease. It organises two annual research
meetings which adopt a themed symposium format comprising
state-of-the-art contributions by prominent UK and international
researchers, which are held in June together with the British
Atherosclerosis Society as the Basic Science Track of the
British Cardiovascular Society annual conference, and in
September as a stand-alone BSCR focussed meeting.

In 2010, the BSCR was fortunate to receive a major bequest
from the late Bernard and Joan Marshall, the uncle and aunt of
Professor David Hearse, one of the founding members of the
society. This generous gift has allowed the BSCR to host the
annual BBernard and Joan Marshall Research Awards session^
at its Autumn meeting, which in 2018 comprised the keynote
Distinguished Investigator lecture from Professor Hanjoong Jo
(Emory University and Georgia Tech, Atlanta) and presentations
by five short-listed finalists competing for the Early Career
Investigator Award [2]. The latter provides significant support
to one of the central objectives of the society which is to recog-
nise and encourage the work of the next generation of cardiovas-
cular researchers. This special issue of Cardiovascular Drugs and
Therapy includes short review articles from each of the Early

Career Investigator finalists [3–7], which are based on their orig-
inal research published in leading journals, including
Arteriosclerosis Thrombosis and Vascular Biology, Circulation,
Circulation Research, Nature Protocols and the New England
Journal of Medicine, together with the accepted abstracts from
the BSCR Autumn 2018 meeting.

This special issue reflects the developing relationship be-
tween the BSCR and Cardiovascular Drugs and Therapy
which also includes provision for BSCRmember submissions
to the journal which are linked through the BSCR website. I
hope that you enjoy reading the high quality articles in this
issue and that this may prompt some of you, who are not
already members, to join the BSCR (https://bscr.org/).
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