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and you can choose to have it edited but not peer reviewed, 
if you wish. That can make it the perfect medium for an 
informative field report, industry project, or other descrip-
tions of mine water experience that you feel will be benefi-
cial to share. If you are not sure if your idea is appropriate 
for a future issue, please contact me directly so that we can 
discuss it. And, if someone you know has a story to tell, 
please encourage him or her to e-mail me. We are actively 
searching for more input from industry and in-field prac-
titioners and ways to make this journal more useful to the 
same audience. I’m looking forward to hearing from you.

Second, is your IMWA membership paid up? With 
your paid membership, you should have received a pass-
word, referred to as a “token” from IMWA, giving you 
online access to many more papers than appear in the 
printed issues. Subscribers can access not only the papers 
published this year, but also all papers that will appear in 
the next few issues and that have already been published 
online, as well as papers that have appeared in our previ-
ous issues. However, if your membership has expired, your 
token will no longer allow access to this storehouse of our 
papers and you will stop receiving this journal. If you can 
no longer download our papers for free, please contact Dr. 
Lotta Sartz, IMWA’s new General Secretary (GeneralSec-
retary@IMWA.info) and copy our new President, Profes-
sor Christian Wolkersdorfer (President@IMWA.info). And 
take a moment to congratulate them on their new positions.

As you may or may not know, every third meeting of 
IMWA is a Congress, during which the members select 
IMWA’s Executive Council (EC). And, this year, as a result 
of the voting, all of IMWA’s leadership positions were filled 
by new individuals, in the process making the IMWA EC 
younger, which should be good for the organization’s long-
term future. In addition to Christian and Lotta, Dr. Alison 

The IMWA Congress in Finland was a resounding success 
with nearly 380 attendees and numerous presentations of 
interest to participants with a wide range of expertise. For 
me, it was also a personal pleasure to meet so many past 
and future authors and so many of my associate editors, 
who I normally only communicate with by e-mail. I would 
like to answer some questions that I heard while there.

First, yes we are aware that the journal has become more 
academic and less immediately useful to practioners. How-
ever, this is not by design and the solution to this problem 
is largely in your hands, not mine. If you have a case study, 
some lessons learned that you would like to share, or some 
“words of wisdom” that might be of interest to our read-
ers, a Technical Communication or an IMWA Insights 
contribution might be the ideal vehicle for sharing your 
real-world experiences in these pages. A technical commu-
nication is generally shorter than a typical academic paper 
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Turner became the new treasurer, and Dr. Michael Paul and 
Professor Qiang Wu became the new vice-presidents.

Third, and I know that I have written this before, please 
consider becoming a reviewer so you can help us decide 
which papers should be published and which need more 
work before publication. We are looking for experts, like 
you, to ensure that the manuscripts submitted for our jour-
nal receive a fair and informed technical review. To join 
us, go to http://www.editorialmanager.com/mwen, register 
as a reviewer and fill out the brief questionnaire explaining 
your areas of interest and expertise so that we can send you 
papers that you feel qualified to review. If you are already 
receiving papers to review but they are not in your area of 
expertise, please go back to the website and look to see 
what areas of interest you selected. Perhaps you want to be 
more selective? That way you will be sent the papers that 
you have the most interest in reading and are best quali-
fied to review. Finally, if your professional interests are 
listed correctly but papers are not being assigned to you for 
review, please let me know so we can correct the situation.

Now, those of you who read this column 3 months ago 
presumably saw my request for an assistant to help me 
process submitted papers a little faster. Please help me 
welcome Dr. Anne Weber, of the Dresden Groundwa-
ter Research Center (DGFZ e.V.), who responded to my 
appeal by volunteering to serve as my assistant. She will 
be helping out by screening new submissions to see if 
they are appropriate for our journal, redirecting authors of 
papers that are not destined for MWEN to other journals, 
assigning appropriate manuscripts to our associate editors 
(based on their current workload and areas of interest), and 

periodically reviewing the associate editors’ active assign-
ments in case someone should become overwhelmed with 
reviewing “opportunities”. With Anne’s assistance, our 
editorial staff should be able to reduce the time it takes for 
papers to go from submission to publication, thereby ben-
efiting authors and readers alike.

And now it’s time to get ready for our next meeting, the 
joint conference of IMWA and ICARD in September, 2018, 
in Pretoria, South Africa. Our last joint conference took 
place in Santiago, Chile and we will be building on that 
success in South Africa. By the way, one of the side trips 
will be an opportunity to visit the Kruger National Park, 
one of the world’s greatest national parks featuring many 
native species roaming in the wild. Take a moment to look 
at http://www.IMWA2018.info or http://www.ICARD2018.
org. While there, take a few minutes to view the beautiful 
video that the conference organizers have made for us, and 
mark your calendar for September, 2018. It is already time 
to submit your abstracts! See you there!

Best Regards,

Bob Kleinmann, PhD
Editor-in-Chief
editor@MWEN.info.
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