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Dear Readers,

My first comment is actually not directed to all of you but

only to those of you who are also our authors, or authors of

papers submitted to other journals. Near the back of this

issue, you will see an apologetic erratum written by the

editors of this journal for a paper that appeared in our last

issue. Abbassie et al. (2009) authored and submitted a short

paper on using a thermodynamic chemical equilibrium

model (MINTEQ) to characterize mine water quality. It was

submitted and published as a technical communication

rather than as an article, and so it was edited but not peer-

reviewed. As a result, an error made by the authors was not

caught until after the paper was published. The authors used

published 2005 data from the Yukon Zinc Corporation’s

Wolverine Mine to verify their methodology. They properly

cited the source of that data in the reference section, but in

the text, they repeatedly and erroneously referred to it as

data from the Wolverine Coal Mine. The only link that the

two mines have to each other is their name and the fact that

they are both located in Canada; they are not part of the

same mining company and are not even located in the same

province. The folks at Western Canadian Coal Company

were understandably upset that they were being linked to

data from a zinc mine that had water quality problems. They

want to know how such an error happened and why wasn’t it

caught before the paper was published.

Obviously, one of the authors of the paper made the

initial error, confusing the two mine sites and mixing

information about one with data from the other. Surpris-

ingly, the other two authors failed to catch the error. Please,

if you are listed as an author or co-author of a paper, do not

just scrutinize your section of the paper for errors; since

your name is going on the paper, look the entire document

over very carefully.

However, we, as editors also could have caught the error

and didn’t. It is easy to make excuses, since the paper was

published as a technical communication, not an article, and

since the focus of the paper was the use of the model rather

than the mine data, but if we were not so focused on

making sure that the grammar was correct, we might have

noticed that the data being attributed to a coal mine was

coming from a reference from a zinc corporation. Hope-

fully, we, like the authors, will learn from the experience

and scrutinize technical communications a little more

carefully in the future. And hopefully, those of you are

authors or co-authors will also learn from this example.

As promised in this spot last issue, we are publishing

some special papers from the IMWA conference held in

Karlovy Vary last year. The first three papers in this issue

are the ones that did not make it through our review process

in time to be published with the rest in the last issue. Again,

we thank all who contributed to the quality of these papers.

By the time this issue arrives in your mailbox, some of

you will be returning from ICARD and some of you will be

making plans for your trip to IMWA’s annual meeting in

South Africa in October. That means that we can expect to

receive a few e-mails asking if we accept submissions

based on papers published in these conference proceedings.

This is especially important for university faculty, who

receive virtually no credit for papers published in confer-

ence proceedings, but is also important to other individuals

who would just like to see their work go out to a larger

audience. The simple answer is that while we welcome

such submissions, the papers cannot be too similar to the

ones in the conference proceedings. Like the first three

papers in this issue, they can be expanded versions of the

papers published in the conference proceedings (each of

these three is at least twice the length of the published

conference paper). Alternatively, they might include more

recent data that enhances or modifies the conclusions pre-

sented in the conference proceedings. However, do not

expect that just because they were peer reviewed prior to

acceptance at the conference, that they will be exempted

from this journal’s reviewing process. Our reviewers are, in

general, more rigorous and more thorough than conference

paper reviewers, and their insight will likely require you to

modify your paper before it is accepted for publication.

Finally, we hope that all of you in the northern

hemisphere are having a great summer and that those of

you in the south are having a pleasant and mild winter.

We look forward to seeing many of you in Pretoria in

October for IMWA’s annual meeting—it will be spring

there then and the Jacaranda will be in bloom. The con-

ference organizers have put together a great technical

program and there will be opportunities to visit fascinat-

ing mine water challenges, and to see some of the

country’s great wildlife.

With Best Regards from the entire editorial staff.
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