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Dr. Emile raises an interesting matter concerning mobile 
applications in general and regarding mobile applications 
for colorectal surgery journals specifically. In his letter to 
the editor, he points out that the importance of mobile appli-
cations that specifically provide access to relevant content 
is increasing. He illustrates that one of the driving forces 
behind this is the increasing workload and time pressure for 
many surgeons and surgical trainees who are attempting to 
keep abreast of current literature.

We would like to recall the (not too far past) days when 
keeping abreast with literature, meant frequent visits to the 
University Library, photocopies, facsimiles, and handwritten 
letters to authors hoping to receive a reprint of their article 
when not available in the aforementioned library. We have 
come a long way in the past 20 years, and we would like 
to pose that some credit is due to most publishing compa-
nies for the incredible way availability and accessibility has 
increased.

Dr. Emile rightfully points out that it can be questioned 
whether it is important for the aforementioned journals to 
have dedicated mobile applications, while all journals have 
dedicated Web sites comprising their published and ahead-
of-publication materials. However, he makes us aware of 
an important matter. After the ‘revolution of availability’ 
that we have been going through, we are now entering the 
‘revolution of interaction.’ It would seem that our colorectal 
surgical community is evolving rapidly, mainly due to the 
influence of social media. Ideally, in present times, digital 
platforms for colorectal surgical journals should include the 
option to include Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn, allowing 
rapid dissemination of new material, benefiting the surgical 
community. It seems likely that the future of medical peer-
reviewed publishing may depend on the ability of different 

journals to evolve in the way social media and digital avail-
ability can be incorporated. However, in our opinion, the 
added functionality and not the way in which it is deliv-
ered (be it by dedicated applications or by instance a well-
designed mobile-device-accessible Web site) is important.

Finally, Dr. Emile makes a powerful statement concern-
ing the availability of full-text access to the users of journal 
applications. Even though we agree that this may offer better 
opportunities for real-time sharing and dissemination of sur-
gical literature, monetary considerations cannot be ignored. 
The improvements in availability, accessibility, and interac-
tivity are costly processes that at this time are mainly paid 
for by journal subscribers. This is one of the challenging 
paradoxes that will have to be addressed by all publishing 
companies throughout the world. TCOL is working hard to 
find an equilibrium between availability, accessibility, and 
interactivity on one side and affordability and durability on 
the other. For now, we hope that Dr. Emile will be satisfied 
by the fact that, even though there is indeed no dedicated 
digital platform for TCOL, the Web site is fully accessible 
to all mobile devices, and sharing options are enabled for 
Twitter, Facebook, Google and email.
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