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Special feature

We are pleased to announce that we publish the special 
feature "Evolutionary demography: the dynamic and broad 
intersection of ecology and evolution" that consists of 14 
papers (Anderson 2018; Colleran and Snopkowski 2018; 
DeLong and Luhring 2018; Gimenez and Gaillard 2018; 
Hartemink and Caswell 2018; Horvitz et al. 2018; Kellett 
and Shefferson 2018; Morita 2018; Nakahashi et al. 2018; 
Nicol-Harper et al. 2018; Shefferson et al. 2018; Shyu and 
Caswell 2018; Tai and Noymer 2018; Takada et al. 2018). 
Although a special feature usually consists of 4–8 papers, 
either original or review articles, if the number of collected 
articles is large enough, an entire special issue, comprised 
of only those articles, would be considered (this is the case 
of this issue). Groups of papers published as special features 
have been assembled from two sources: symposia organized 
by the Society of Population Ecology and proposals from 
researchers. In this special issue, while two articles are based 
on the presentations of the symposium in the annual meeting 
of the Society of Population Ecology in 2016: Evolution-
ary Demography: the Dynamic and Broad Intersection of 
Ecology and Evolution (organized by Takenori Takada and 
Richard Shefferson), the other 12 articles are submitted in 
response to Call for papers for special feature: “Evolutionary 
demography: the dynamic and broad intersection of ecology 
and evolution” that appeared in the Journal Homepage. The 
preface by Takada and Shefferson (2018) illustrates how the 
combination of the two review papers from the symposium 
and the 12 original papers contribute to the discussion of 
the progress in evolutionary demography, in relation to the 
field of population ecology. We believe that special features 
make Population Ecology more attractive for the wide read-
ership and have strongly contributed to increase importance 

of Population Ecology in the field. Thus, we would like to 
emphasize that the proposal submission of a special feature 
is open to everybody; it is not limited to members of the 
Society of Population Ecology. We welcome any proposals 
that appeal to the broad interest of ecologists. If you have an 
idea or a plan, please come and contact the Editorial Office 
or please visit the web site of Population Ecology for more 
information.

Editorial statistics

Population Ecology’s Journal Citation Impact Factor have 
been gradually rising from 2014 to 2016: 1.157 in 2014, 
1.698 in 2015, 1.865 in 2016. This positive trend warrants 
that Population Ecology is still growing as an international 
journal focusing on various aspects of population ecology 
and related scientific areas. There were 159 new submis-
sions to Population Ecology in 2017, which is up about 26% 
from the previous year. They were submitted from over 34 
countries: 44 (27.7%) manuscripts originated from Europe, 
32 (20.1%) from North America, 23 (14.5%) from Japan, 
and Asia (other than Japan) provided (12.6%). The rate of 
acceptance was 24.6% for non-invited papers excluding 
manuscripts for the special feature. The acceptance rate 
from Japan, North America and Europe was higher than the 
average. Thirty-four papers were published in 2016, which is 
down about 31% from the previous year. We heavily feel the 
shortage of submission, so we strongly encourage authors to 
submit all types of articles: Original articles, Reviews, Notes 
and Comments, Forum, and Special Features.
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