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We read with interest the comment to our prior letter [1, 2]. 
The reported references show quite clearly that authors of 
studies on homeopathy do not feel the need to share their 
results with the scientific community in the usual patterns. 
In fact, of the alleged eight studies, two (#4 and 6) are not 
papers, whereas one (#11) is not indexed on any of the data-
bases used for our search; in addition, this latter paper and 
the journal on which it is published cannot be identified with 
a common search engine.

Of the remaining five studies, two are not randomized 
(#5 and 7), and two enrolled both overweight and obese 
patients (# 9, 10); of the latter, one (#10) is written in a 
language other than English, whereas our search was lim-
ited to English language papers. Finally, the last paper (#8), 
also written in a language other than English, reported that 
a homeopathic treatment had no effect on body weight or 
waist circumference.

Overall, we do not think that these additional papers 
can modify in any way the conclusion of our letter. In fact, 
although there is one pilot trial (out of the boundaries of 
our search strategy) showing that homeopathy has no effect 
on body weight, we feel that this evidence is not sufficient 
to rule out the possibility that this approach has some bio-
logical effects (either beneficial or harmful) in patients with 
diabetes and/or obesity.
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