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B P C F  vs H C F  

We read, with interest, the prospective randomized trial of 
bipolar electrosurgery (BPCF) versus ultrasonic coagulation 
(HCS) for division of the short gastric vessels at laparo- 
scopic Nissen fundoplication [1]. This article continues the 
interest that has evolved into alternative energy sources for 
safer coagulation at ]aparoscopic surgery [2] and therefore 
must be commended for this. However, we think a different 
interpretation could be derived from the data presented. 
Time required to divide the small granular vesicle (SGV), 
number of bleeding episodes, blood transfusion, and sur- 
geon satisfaction were the parameters whereby comparisons 
were made, whereas the two serosal burns and the delayed 
gastric perforation (and reoperation) were largely ignored. 
The gastric injuries, which must be regarded as BPCF- 
related, surely constitute significant morbidity. Had these 
events been included as outcome parameters, would not 
patient stay, patient morbidity, and the necessity for reop- 
eration have resulted in HCS being considered superior? 
The primary aim, after all, is to produce safe and effective 
vessel coagulation. Surprisingly, surgeon satisfaction was 
similar in both patient groups, although three gastric injuries 
occurred in one. 

Finally, in the analysis of cost, only the equipment cost 
per case was taken into accounL Would the average cost per 
case have given a more accurate comparison? The reopera- 

tion and presumably prolonged hospital stay in the patient 
who sustained the gastric perforation potentially adds to the 
average cost per case. Although the trial was well con- 
structed and executed, the analysis of the results and con- 
clusions are open to alternative interpretation. 
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